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MINISTER’S REPORT 2017           Stephen Caddy 
 
The town has faced a number of changes to the Clergy, especially among our Anglican col-
leagues. We have had a year between Rev'd Ray Coates leaving us and Rev'd Peter Clark 
joining us which has impacted on the time I have been able to give to Toll Gavel [and Nor-
wood] as I have taken a larger role at both Walkington and Tickton. There are also changes 
to the Lay Employees of the Circuit and Church - some of which have happened and some 
of which begin at the end of this Methodist Year. In particular Christine Burton in the office 

and Cathy Beynon as the family and Children's Worker have made great contributions. 

I have taken part again in the usual rounds of further development through Superintendents' 
and Presbyters' meetings, retreats and training days including the Connexional Superinten-
dents' Conference at Blackpool and Spectrum.  I have completed my annual Ministerial De-
velopment Review [MDR] and am preparing for the introduction of Supervision for all minis-
ters next year. This year's MDR was designed to help in the discernment process for the 
fourth year review of my appointment and has helped me decide not to seek a re-invitation. 
However I am conscious that 20% of my time here remains. I'm grateful to all those who 

gave feedback in the MDR process which will also help me write my Stationing Profile. 

With the URC I have attended Synod and given some support to Hornsea URC while it is 
without a minister. You may remember that when Rev'd Jamie Kissack was there he took 

some morning services at Toll Gavel. 

This year has seen the Church again participate in the Festival of Life with three good 
events of our own - a moving performance of Mark's Gospel, a Sounds of Life festival and a 
families' picnic in the hall. The Sounds of Life event was a response for a summer equivalent 
to the Mary's Eve festival, and both were supported by the Salvation Army Band from 
Hull.  All the events brought new people into the church building. We also took part in the 
ecumenical Good Friday Walk of Witness, the 'Thy Kingdom Come' prayers and the usual 
pattern of united services and Lent Lunches. I agreed to act as Moderator for Churches To-
gether in Beverley [CTB] for a second and final year. I have also agreed to be the District's 
Ecumenical Officer from September 2017. In addition to CTB the ministers meet monthly at 

noon and weekly at 7.30 a.m. for prayer.  

I have continued , like my predecessors, to give Chaplaincy [OCM] support to the Defence 
School of Transport, Leconfield [DST]- generally going in one morning a week. This was 
particularly important last summer as there were three changes to the Regular Chaplain and 
periods without other cover except from Catterick. DST's Ofsted report has commended the 
chaplaincy work and  the need for more than one chaplain so despite cuts to the number of 
OCMs the role at Leconfield is likely to continue. Separate but related my chaplaincy with the 

Humberside and South Yorkshire Army Cadet Force included a fortnight's Camp in Norfolk. 

February saw the first meeting of four Circuit Leadership Teams to explore closer working 
following up meetings of the Superintendents of East Yorkshire. This will lead to a sharing of 
Bible Month across Beverley, Driffield and Hornsea, Pocklington and Market Weighton and 
Bridlington Circuits. I have also done some work in another Circuit as part of sharing respon-

sibilities for the Complaints process. 

I have taken assemblies in Minster, Keldmarsh, St Nicholas and Tickton Primary Schools 
with occasional involvement in other activities. I have also continued to do regular recording 



for radio with BBC Humberside and Beverley FM. Some Residential Homes have shut during the 
year and we are working with St Mary's and others in the setting up of services at Claremont 

House. 

Other events this year included a concert by the Humberside Police Band in return for our giving 

them a base when at a town event. 

 

CHURCH STEWARDS           Carole Ranson 

We are still chasing those three new Stewards, who are very elusive, as we have not had any 
volunteers yet.  The stewards who are in post have only been able to continue with the help of 
volunteer temporary stewards  i.e. Richard Whomsley, Eileen Ewen and Wendy Wallis.  Other 
helpers have been people who were former stewards  i.e. Michele Wright, Peter Shepherd and 
David Powell.  Many thanks are due to all the above named for helping the service to continue.  
Please consider if you might be willing to volunteer for one Sunday in the month, as you will be 

warmly welcomed.  If so please see me! 

I would like to thank the Welcome and Door Stewards for their continued presence, which is felt by 

all each Sunday. 

Since becoming Senior Steward in January 2017 I have had a busy time with much that has been 
enjoyable and, I hope, few disasters!  I have found Members and Adherents to be very helpful and 

keen to express their views on many items connected with Toll Gavel United Church. 

 

PASTORAL VISITORS           Elaine Turner 

At Toll Gavel we have 20 pastoral visitors, including two couples, who, between them, care for 185 
members and 43 adherents connected with our church.  This is done week by week and is a valu-
able asset to the Church family.  We still have 3 retired ministers.  There are 162 families in our 
care.  Sadly 8 of our members and friends have died and 3 have moved away.  We have wel-

comed 3 other people into our midst and we hope and pray that they feel part of our fellowship.  

The annual Dedication Service was again a very meaningful act of commitment and is appreciated 

by pastoral visitors. 

We are grateful to the flower committee who make sure that there are flowers to give out to those 

in need week by week and then wrap them ready for delivery. 

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is still ongoing and appreciated by those who receive a shawl.  Over 35 
have been delivered.  If anyone would like a pattern to knit or crochet a shawl please let me know.  

If you would like to donate any money to buy wool that would also be appreciated. 

Please let Stephen, myself or one of the Pastoral Visitors know if you hear of someone who is 

unwell or who would appreciate a visit. 

Thank you for all your support during the past year. 

 

 

 



BEVERLEY CIRCUIT LOCAL PREACHERS      Christine Caddy 

The Local Preachers of the Beverley Circuit continue to faithfully fulfil their callings and 

preach to a high standard.  

Local Preachers Meetings of the Beverley and Pocklington/Market Weighton circuits are still 
held jointly, with two meetings each year dealing with the business of the meeting and two 

for fellowship and study.  

We have welcomed various ‘guest’ preachers into our pulpit at Toll Gavel, including Revd 
Simon Bray from St. Nicholas’,  Early in the the Connexional year we will welcome the new 
Chair of the Yorkshire North & East Methodist District – Revd Leslie Newton, and Mr Tim 

Baker from the charity ‘All We Can’. 

Our preachers were asked to consider themed preaching during 2017 and it was decided to 
look at holding Bible Month – a month long study of the Book of James. During the month of 
October our preachers will be preaching on the same passages from James both in our own 
chapels and in the chapels of our 3 neighbouring circuits, Driffield & Hornsea, Pocklington & 
Market Weighton and Bridlington. Ministers and preachers from all 3 will also visit Beverley. 

This is all part of the move for the 4 circuits to work more closely together. 

 

SUNDAY CLUB and MEET AND EAT     

This year has seen a consistent attendance of about half a dozen children at TG Breakfast 
and Messy Church (Week one) and one or two children on other random weeks in the 

month.  

‘Meet and Eat’ for the over 11s has been meeting monthly in the church hall and attracts up 

to ten teenagers talking, eating and playing games. They love it! 

We still need people to volunteer to be DBS’d helpers and teachers as there are only four of 

us teaching currently in rotation.  

Kate Clarke, Sunday Club Secretary.  
                   Also from Richard Whomsley, Claire Barnes, 
           Cathy Beynon, Sally Knapp and Jan Whitfield 

 

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH        Jim Sharp 

Toll Gavel United Church has been a Local Ecumenical Project - Methodist and United Re-
formed - for some 40 years, following the closure of  the United Reformed Church on Lair-

gate. 

The Minister and one or two church members attend United Reformed Yorshire synods, 

local ‘Mission and Care’ meetings and rallies. I act as the URC contact person at Toll Gavel. 

The Moderator of the Yorkshire Synod, Rev Kevin Watson, is also the Moderator of the Na-

tional U.R.C.Assembly this year and next. 

Several of our members take the monthly ‘Reform’ magazine, copies of which can be ob-



tained from myself. 

Please let me know if you would like to attend any of the URC meetings or synods. 

 

CO-ORDINATOR WORKING ALONGSIDE OLDER PEOPLE FOR THE  
BEVERLEY METHODIST CIRCUIT       Christine Milburn 

Each week I face new challenges and circumstances.   

I can hardly believe that I have now been 8 years in my role working with older people in the 

Circuit. 

I continue to attend Leisure Day at Norwood, Lunch Club at Toll Gavel and I have taken over 
the Leadership of the Wednesday Club at Tickton, following the death of Nancy, its Leader 
of many years.  I visit many members of the Circuit in their own homes, and also those who 

are residing in Care Homes 

I endeavour to keep up to date with the older people, especially those living alone who often 
appreciate a visit.  A chat and a cup of tea is usually welcome.  I share news of family and 

friends and am often asked “what’s going on in the Church or Circuit” 

As part of Churches Together in Beverley, I have been instrumental in helping set up regular 
worship services at Claremont House, the new care home near Morrisons, I also assist with 
worship at the Old School House Care Home and Beverley Grange, where, along with Sally, 

we organise a faith based knit & natter monthly activity. 

I collect knitted squares from a few ladies, then arrange for them to be made up into blan-
kets; to date we have sent about 55 blankets to Jacobs Well this year.  I try to put in an ap-
pearance at the Saturday Coffee Mornings at Toll Gavel, as I usually find I get news of any-

one who would like a visit. 

I continue to enjoy my work, and trust that both the Circuit and the churches are happy with 

the work which I undertake. 

 

CHILDREN AND FAMILY WORKER       Cathy Beynon 
 

What an exciting year with children 

and families!  

I love to watch children play and 
grow. There’s something special 
about bending down, or kneeling on 
the floor to hear a toddler speak in 
newly learned phrases. You have to 
listen carefully, study their hand 
movements and facial expressions 
to enter into their world of colour  

                 and creativity.  



I think if Jesus visited playgroup today he would sit in the sand pit, or play with the play 

dough, make a brio train track and listen and talk as the children play with him.  

To really see and hear children opens our eyes to a very important teaching of Jesus.   

Children are important to Him. 

Christingle Service  

The Uniformed groups enjoyed a Christingle Service in the hall. Ruth 
Hutchinson very kindly dressed up for the event, much to the chil-
dren’s delight. All resources were bought thanks to Co operative 

Funeral Care. 

Pancake Party  

The Pancake party, an annual event took place on Shrove Tuesday. 
Around 80 adults and children joined in a scrumptious pancake tea 

with smiles, flowing golden syrup and a warm Toll Gavel welcome.  

Parade Services  

Parade Services continue to be supported by children and leaders from the Uniformed 
groups.  A memorable moment for me was as the guides displayed their Festival of Life Ban-
ner on the altar. New parents felt welcomed and having been part of Messy Mondays, were 

happy to join Cubs and Rainbows.  

Uniformed Groups 

It has been wonderful to visit the Uniformed groups now during their week sessions, to build 
relationships, be an extra pair of hands and to keep them informed of Toll Gavel Church 
services and events. End of term parties and special sessions with the Rainbows singing 

African songs and dancing have been highlights. 

Messy Mondays  

Messy Monday’s playgroup continues to grow in numbers and its warm 
welcome. Run by Sally and Constanze, parents feel part of the Toll 
Gavel Family and appreciate a colourful and inviting space for their 
children to play. In October a Light Party was organised as one Mon-
day session. In December more than 100 children and adults joined us 
in Church on a Monday morning for a Nativity Sing Along Celebration, 

followed by a party in the hall. 

Meet and Eat  

Young people meet monthly for a meal and group in the hall on a Saturday evening. Faith, 
world and issues of life are discussed together, and recently this group had considered the 3 

Generate Methodist Youth Programme Points. 

New Paths 

New Paths Music, a newly formed Classical Musical Charity hosted concerts for babies and 
toddlers again in Church this year. The Church was bouncing with toddlers, tambourines and 



laughter as the talented musicians took the chil-
dren and their families on a musical journey. Eight 
helpers from Toll Gavel welcomed families on the 
door and we hosted the event jointly with New 
Paths. This is a wonderful event for us to be in-
volved in and helps raise the profile of Toll Gavel 

Church in the community. 

Festival of Life Tea Party  

What an amazing spread of 
party food! I am very grateful to the congregation for making food and 
hosting this fantastic opportunity to eat and have fun together. Over 100 
children and families enjoyed food, fellowship, fun and crafts, eating tea 
together in a caring, welcoming setting. Many members from other 
Churches came along, it being part of the town wide joint initiative called 

the Festival of Life, in June. 

Building new friendships and bouncing babies 

Babygroup began in the worship area on a Tuesday morning in 
February.  A simple structure designed to give the most to building 
relationships and caring for the parents and babies who attend has 

attracted over 20 families to give the group a go.  

At the end of the session we sing a song with each baby’s name 
included, learn a few baby signs and often have a puppet to visit. 

Babies are so clever, it is wonderful to see their faces light up. 

Each family is offered a booklet on Baptism. Set up costs for this 

group have been funded by a local charity Smaple and Taylor. 

Doreen Raynor and Lesley Bellarby run this group with me.  

The picture shows the Pram Queue at the Baby Group. 

Holiday Clubs  

We continue to meet the request of families for holiday provision.  

A beach themed holiday club on Monday 24th July was well support-
ed with 25 families attending, with children age 0-11years. Toys, 
crafts, games, fruit kebabs and action songs were enjoyed by all. The 
wise and foolish man parable was presented as part of circle time, all 

enjoyed singing the song!   

 

Part of my role is a supportive one to the teams of gifted adults who 
serve and teach the children and young people. To this end I have helped out in most 
groups now, including Messy Sundays, Sunday Club, the Uniformed Groups and Meet and 
Eat. I appreciate the team work and effort that goes into providing these so needed groups 

for children and young people. 



CONTACT MAGAZINE           Christine Caddy 

Changing the Contact Magazine to become a quarterly publication which includes the Circuit 
Plan and Contacts list has proved to be a success. It is now printed professionally and that 
has greatly improved the quality of the magazine. Currently 260 copies are printed and dis-
tributed across the Circuit. Of course, any magazine is only as good as the articles received 
and Christine Caddy, Editor, loves receiving your articles and news items.  If you are inter-

ested in the content of the magazine or have ideas or suggestions please speak to Christine.  

 

CHURCH WEBSITE            Christine Caddy 

Website - www.tollgavelchurch.org.uk  

The world of social media continues to change very rapidly. We are told that ‘Web Pages’ 
are fast becoming things of the past and that more and more people now use more instantly 
available forums such as ‘Facebook’.  We have a Toll Gavel United Church page on Face-
book and this is now gives the most up to date news of happenings in our chapel. Photo-
graphs and advertisements can be posted instantly and it is not unknown that a photograph 
will appear on our Facebook page whilst the event is still taking place. Another advantage is 
that updates and additions can be made by several people who are called the administra-

tors. In fact YOU could become an administrator. Let me know if you are interested. 

The Toll Gavel Church website is under discussion at present as to whether it should evolve 
into a Circuit Website. Graham Johnson has been looking into new designs and an easier 
site to manage.  This would also allow more access to people who wish to post items. Watch 

this space… 

 

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM        Stephen Caddy 

This team continues to meet and to discuss the vision and direction for the Church. Its recent 
conclusions supported its earlier ones about what is core to our Church. The Team believe 
that central to who we are is the morning worship held in our current building as this is the 
event which brings together the largest number of our members and adherents. It places the 
Worship of God as the key to who and what we are. This then energises all the activities of 
prayer, mission, service and care which stem from it and which take place both in our build-
ings and more widely in our lives. Each member is to be encouraged and supported in those 
projects and ministries which best express their own sense of vocation and where it is im-
portant as a Christian to be involved. This variety stemming from the united core reflects 

Creation itself which radiates diversity from the Love of the Creator. 

 

ESPERION SINGERS           David Powell 

The six regular vocalists of the Esperion choir are enthusiastic singers, performing in morn-
ing and evening services at Toll Gavel; also we recently sang at the ‘Leconfield Singathon’  
to raise money for a local charity. Rehearsals are in the Wesley room or the church, revisit-
ing familiar music that we enjoy and new music that provides challenge, stimulus and focus. 



We would  like to express our thanks for accompanists Pat Cave, Anne Christie on piano 

and - for a morning service - violin  by Nigel Clarke. 

We have continued to learn and explore new tunes in 'Singing the Faith' and popular sheet 
music. Singing tune, four part harmony, in the round and sometimes improvising with or 

without accompaniment. 

At Christmas time the choir is augmented  with volunteer singers, carolling in a senior citizen 
home and Tesco raising money for Christian Aid. We would dearly like to have more regular  
members in the choir.  Rehearsals are most Friday evenings from 7 until 8pm in the Wesley 
room, so if you feel that you can sing in tune and enjoy music then please join us. Auditions 

are not required. 

 

TOLL GAVEL FLOWERS       Members of the Flower Group 

We are not a committee but a group of ladies who make sure that there are flowers in the 
church each week as well has having extra to distribute to people on various occasions.  We 

are grateful to everyone who gives us donations so that we can do this each week.   

The pastoral visitors should be thanked too as they are the ones who make visits or keep us 

informed of special needs or happy or sad events when flowers can be sent. 

The new list for 2018 usually goes up in the Church Centre during November.  If you would 
like to give flowers on a specific date for an anniversary or birthday or just because…….. 
please sign your name in the box.  At the side of each box is the name of a member of the 

Flower Group who will give you a reminder nearer the date. 

We, as a group, also decorate the church on special occasions and anyone is welcome to 

join us. 

Our group does not only have to be females, it can be males too.  So if you feel like helping 

please approach one of the group. 

Once again thank you to everyone who contributes in any way. 

 

GIFT AID               Peter Davies 

We can claim back 25p every time you donate a £1.00. This is called Gift Aid. 

The Donor must have paid as much in Income tax or capital gains tax in the tax year as we 

will claim back in Gift Aid, and has signed a Gift Aid declaration. 

We can also claim Gift Aid on cash donations of £20 or less even if the donor has not signed 

a Gift Aid declaration.  

Gift Aid plays an integral part in our Finances and as you will see from our Accounts for Y/e 
31st August 2017 we have received two years of Gift Aid 2016 and 2017. The amount we 
received for 2017 is £11531.38. This is made up of two receipts the first being the claim for 
Gift Aid for donations from Church members who have signed a Gift Aid declaration and 



amounts to £9700.71, the second receipt is Gift Aid Small Donations which totalled 

£1830.67.  

As you can see the amount of Gift Aid we claim is substantial and makes a significant differ-
ence to our Church Income, so if you pay income tax or capital gains tax we can claim tax 
back on your donations to the Church provided you have signed a Gift Aid declaration. You 
should however notify me if you stop paying taxation, or if the tax you pay is lower than the 
Gift Aid we claim back in respect of your donations. Obviously we cannot claim Gift Aid if you 
do not pay tax and from 6th April 2017 new donors were made personally responsible if the 

Gift Aid is overclaimed. 

Finally I would like to point out what an absolute treasure Dorothy Dogdson has been in 
dealing with Gift Aid over the past umpteen years; all her records and Gift Aid claims have 

been manual and extremely time consuming. 

 

BEVERLEY FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS      Eileen Ewen 

Toll Gavel United Church provided a wonderful part of the town’s Christmas festivities.  The 
Church’s central location ensured a warm and welcoming venue to many visitors.  The early 
morning service included contributions from the uniformed organisations based at Toll Gavel 

which gave a special basis to the day’s celebrations. 

After morning service, the Church’s own Esperion Singers opened the day’s programme of 
Christmas music, with the Toll Gavel Musicians following with their choice of carols.   The 
Beverley Community Choir increases in numbers each year and delighted us with music old 
and new.   John Brien brought his considerable abilities to a range of piano medleys, and for 
the first time, the Beverley Singers joined us to perform their repertoire of seasonal favour-
ites.   The Beverley Male Voice Choir has been part of the Festival of Christmas for many 
years and never fails to delight us.   The rousing finale is a fitting conclusion to a wonderful 

day of Christmas music and joy. 

The day would not be possible without the help of many, many Toll Gavel members who, in 
addition to serving refreshments, also donated the mince pies.   Money raised was divided 
between the Church, and for 2016, the Haiti Earthquake Appeal.   Many people tell us that 
their Beverley visit is especially to come to our Church.  For most of the day, the Church is 
full, with visitors waiting to come in!  Surely this is a fitting tribute to the wonderful musicians 

and the Toll Gavel helpers who extend such a warm welcome. 

We do need lots of helpers –please volunteer if you are able to help in 2017. 

 

BUTTY BAND             Peter Shepherd 

The band accompanies the chewing of bacon butties and the drinking of tea at the breakfast 

in the hall before the first Sunday morning service of the month - hence its name! 

We comprise those that should know better and those who actually know what musical score 

is! 

Our aim is to make a joyful noise unto the Lord (no-one mentioned being in-time or in-tune!). 



Fortunately most of the band are excellent musicians and their noise is truly joyful. 

We hope the elderly members of the band will encourage the younger ones to join together 

with our congregation and make a joyful noise to the Lord. 

Band membership is open to all - so if you wish to make a joyful noise, come and join us. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE AND TEA TEAM    Margaret Jackson  
 

We serve Fairtrade coffee and tea each week after morning service. We hope this gives 
everyone a chance to stop and chat with others, and for a welcome drink after singing! It 
enables new members and visitors to find out more about the church and its activities in a 

relaxed atmosphere. 

There are sixteen of us in the team so we each serve every eight weeks. Donations are 
given for the drinks and these are given to different charities. Once each month the coffee 
money is given to NCH Action for Children, and after Communion the money is given to the 

Benevolent Fund. Each of these receive about £100 a year. 

Since September last year gifts of £25 have been given to each of 

£10 was also given for Africa Famine Relief 

If anyone would like to help with this work please let me know as we always appreciate extra 

help. 

A big thank you to all who help or support by sharing this time with others. 

 

MANSE BIBLE STUDY GROUP        Stephen Caddy 

This is a small group, open to all, which meets monthly on a Thursday at 7.30 p.m. as adver-

tised in the Notices. 

We are currently studying Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians but will break in October from 
Corinthians to participate in Bible Month which focusses on James. When we return to Co-

rinthians it will be to look at chapter 14. 

 

 

 

Dove House Hospice 

All We Can 

Age UK 

Oxfam 

East Yorkshire Food Bank 

Cancer Research 

Marie Curie Fund 

Heart Foundation 

Scope 

Beverley Community Lift 

Jacob's Well and 

Open Doors. 



THE SEEKERS HOUSEGROUP        David Foster 

Once again, we used of one of the York Courses as the stimulus for our discussions. All the 
courses tend to consist of five sessions, but we extended it to the full year. This time, we 
chose “Handing on the Torch,” whose content becomes clearer in the sub-title “Sacred words 

for a secular world”. 

The main theme was to consider if we are living in a Christian country and how the church 
can face the challenge of the secular society that we have become. The course challenged 
us to consider if the church was in decline or whether it still held a privileged position in the 
UK. These questions included the challenge of competing faiths such as Islam, atheism and 
new age stories. We concluded our discussions with thoughts on ecumenical work and “fresh 
expressions” in Beverley, considered the need for theological literacy amongst church mem-

bers, and concluded that “the torch” was more action than word. 

The next session begins on 19 October at 22 The Ridings when we will begin to look at 
“Hymnology and Theology” using the hymns chosen for worship at TG. All welcome – con-

tact Brian Dodgson or David Foster. 

 

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY HOUSEGROUP     John Turner 

We have continued to meet on a regular basis usually the third Monday in the month with 14 
regular members. This year our monthly subs have been donated to the Yorkshire Air Ambu-
lance. We have had a few visiting speakers including Cathy Lonsdale who came with a vol-
unteer Liz to share with us the work of MHA and her role as a chaplain. Kate Woolley from 
Brough Methodist Church came to explain her role in making links with community groups 
who use their church premises. Cathy Beynon was invited to speak about her faith journey, 
the work she does and her ideas of developing links with people in the community especially 
those who use our premises. We hope some of the ideas they shared and discussed with us 

will filter through and influence how we operate. 

 

’99 CLUB               Eileen Ewen 

The 99 Club has enjoyed another interesting and varied programme during the year.   The 
2016 Secretary, Brian  Dodgson, steered us through the Annual General Meeting in Septem-
ber.   He expressed very sincere thanks to Hilary Simpson who continues to be the Treasur-
er and efficient organiser of ‘bring and share’ evenings, and of the annual outings in the sum-
mer and new year.   At the October meeting we learned about the Beverley Trail of Mediae-
val Trades, with November encouraging us to listen to the Beverley and District Talking 
Newspaper.  Ann and Terry Bratley again devised an intriguing and interesting Christmas 
Quiz (also supplying us with festive food) at the December meeting.   Our January meal at 
the Bay Horse, Cherry Burton, followed by games and a quiz, was a lively start to the New 
Year.  Margaret Chastney described her career in floristry at the February meeting, and a 
March evening of “Call My Bluff” challenged us to identify many old objects.   Mr. Howard 
Petch described “Travelling Outside the Comfort Zone” with slides of Mount Kilimanjaro and 
the Inca Trail at the April meeting, highlighting his work for charities.   In May, James Beaton 



showed film of the attempted abduction of Princess Anne, whilst relating his career as a 
Royal Protection Officer.  Hilary organised a super Summer Event in June with a visit to 
Bempton RSPB Centre, followed by lunch in Flamborough.  The Richardsons returned in 
July to complete their fascinating family story of “The Woman Who Didn’t Exist” with “The 

Fate of the Eight”.    

During the year, the 99 Club has also held two coffee mornings,  in aid of Martin House Hos-
pice  and  Action for Children.  Members are very grateful to the generous hosts who offer 
their homes for our meetings.  The 99 Club meets on the 9th of each month and new mem-

bers are welcome. 

 

TOLL GAVEL MEN’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP    Nigel Clarke 

We're a dwindling group with often only 3 or 4 of us meeting up on a Friday, and then only 

once a month - we used to meet most Fridays with 8 or more.   

However, we've still managed to include partners and friends on a walk from Hull to York 

along the Wilberforce Way, split up into small chunks of between 6 and 9 miles. 

Our main event was our Weekend Away from Friday 29th September in Robin Hood's Bay. 

There were only 14 of us this 
year as 3 had to drop out at 
the last minute due to health 

issues. 

On the Friday we met up in 
Grosmont for lunch, had a 
train ride to Goathland and 
walked back to the cars at 

Grosmont. 

On Saturday most of us had a 
good walk from Robin Hood's 

Bay to Whitby, while a couple spoiled a good walk by playing golf.  

We joined together again in the 
afternoon and raised a glass to 
our absent friends in one of Ed 
Harrison's favourite pubs in Whit-

by. 

Most of us bunked down in the 
Old School House, near the bot-
tom of Robin Hood's Bay, while 
one preferred the luxury of a hotel 
at the top of the hill.  Although our 
accommodation didn't have en-

suite facilities, it was well kept and clean, and had the huge advantage of not having to walk 

up the steep hill at the end of the evening.   



Next year we're going to walk the River Hull, from Hull to Driffield and we’ll also try some-
thing different, probably in March, we'll be trying to catch a special offer on the ferry to Rot-

terdam.  Watch out for emails.  

 

 

METHODIST WOMEN IN BRITAIN (MWiB)      Elaine Turner 

This year our Easter Offering Service was held in April 
during the morning service.  Once again the service was 
appreciated by those who were there.  The title of the ser-
vice “Shine Like Stars” featured stories from nationals in 
mission appointments in Brazil, Ghana and Pakistan. Each 
one was shown as a shining the light of God’s love and 
hope into a challenging environment as they engage in 

God’s mission in their own locality.  

District events take place throughout the year and they are advertised in Contact and on the 
MWiB notice board in the hall. We enjoyed an excellent day with Bishop Alison in Helmsley 

and an excellent conference at Cober Hill in February.    

There are also connexional events organised, where you can meet up with people from 
many different parts of the country, make new friends and share stories.  I attended an ex-
cellent creativity day in Liverpool entitled “Leaving the Familiar”, where we experienced a 
different kind of creativity by going out into the city.  This included going to the cathedral, to 
the “Bread Church” where they made bread for our lunch, doing a prayer walk in the city, 
visiting the slavery museum, or, my choice, taking our cameras and being encouraged to 
look at things differently. When we returned our pictures were downloaded and, with the help 

of our expert, we were able to create a photo collage of Liverpool.  

If anyone sees something that they would like to attend then please have a word with me.  

You will be most welcome.  All events are open for anyone to attend.   

 

SATURDAY COFFEE MORNINGS        Margaret Chastney 

The first Saturday of each month and all the Saturday mornings in August see a group of 
church members serving coffee to the wider community.  These coffee mornings help to 
raise much needed church funds.  Sometimes we struggle for help and other times we are 
overstaffed, but that gives people an opportunity to sit and talk, not only to people they know 

but to someone they don’t know, a visitor or someone who is alone. 

The mornings are usually busy with regulars and visitors.  Usually we have a good cake and 
produce stall.  We also sometimes run a book stall and tombola and occasionally a raffle so 

if you have any unwanted gifts we can always find a use for them. 

If you are ever at a “loose end” why not come along and help, if only for a short time, you will 

be very welcome. 

Think about it!!! 



THE READING GROUP           Colin Raynor 

This group meets at the home of Carol and Peter Ranson  (Copandale Road) on average 

about every 5/6 weeks ( on a date and evening that suits the group)from 7 30pm - 9pm. 

We are still a small group in number (eight when all present) and we continue to read books 

of every variety. 

Out practice is to take it in turns to choose a book and then, when the next meeting comes 
around, offer our personal thoughts about the chosen book . In this way many of us have 
found authors we had not read before but will do so again. We are a free and easy group 
and we do not take ourselves too seriously whilst at the same time enjoying the company of 
others folks who“like a good read”. If you are such a person and would enjoy discussing your 

favourite author do come and join us. 

 

TUESDAY LUNCH CLUB          Hilary Simpson 

We are very grateful to groups of volunteers who during term time serve a lunch costing £5, 
each Tuesday at 12:30 pm. This comprises of a roast or a variety of savoury plus a pudding 
and a drink. Recently at our AGM we discussed the fact that our numbers over this last year 
have remained low even though we have advertised the fact that we are now open to all 
ages not just pensioners.  Sadly some of our regulars have died recently so we have space 

for new people to come and enjoy our food and fellowship.  

We wondered about the fact that we call ourselves a club.  Perhaps that is no longer rele-

vant?  ‘Book your seat for the Tuesday Eat’ maybe needs more emphasis.  

As we are still financially viable we decided to carry on but if our numbers continue to fall this 

decision may have to be reversed. To sample our food please contact me.  

 

ADMIN OFFICE REPORT          Christine Burton 

2017 has been a busy year with many regular groups continuing and new ones being added.  
Interest in hiring our facilities has increased over the year so that we have more bookings 

altogether. 

The uniformed groups use the hall in particular each weekday evening and the Baby Group 
has now extended into the church.  The regular paying groups that continue are Slimming 
World, Tues to Sing, Beverley Singers, Community Choir and Extend (although this is unfor-
tunately no longer continuing).  MIND and DVAP are requesting more and more bookings for 
their courses and counselling.  After each MIND course is completed, a new group is formed 
so they can continue to meet together.  So, we now have the Craft Club and Games 4 a 
Laugh meeting regularly. In addition to these, Humber Recovery College (an NHS group) is 

also booking more of their courses here. 

We have had a wide variety of concerts being held in the church. The Council continue to 
regularly book the church and most recently we have the pleasure of hosting a variety of 
Beverley Literary Festival events. New Paths Music had their training courses and concerts 



here after Easter.  Early Music from York also include us in their Beverley venues in May.  
Then there are many others who choose Toll Gavel for their concerts.  We had two Welsh 
singing groups one week apart, one a concert and the other a Welsh Service.  Most recently, 
we held the Pettman Ensemble which hailed from different parts of the world including New 
Zealand.  The Culture Music group from Hull have started to use our church for their con-
certs and want to hold several each year. They play popular music from the movies and 
have proved very successful in Hull.  A very big thank you to all who have helped to open 

the church/hall for booked events and for sitting at concerts. 

Interestingly, we have had the East Riding Artists hold one-off dance classes in the hall for 
Flamenco and Arbeau dancing.  Now we have a temporary situation where a gentle exercise 

class is using the hall.  

The beautiful, new floor in the hall is proving to be well-appreciated by all.  As many book-
ings are already being requested for 2018, I am sure that next year will prove to be even 

busier. 

 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE          Edward Wright 

This has been an extremely difficult and challenging year.  We have had an increase of 
break-ins requiring the involvement of the police.   The heating system can now no longer 
meet the increased demands placed on it. Along with the increase of day to day running 
repairs and along with a reduction of volunteers to help, we have now outstripped the neces-

sary revenue to fund all the repairs. 

A Building and Structural Survey has been carried out and has revealed that the following 
repairs that require urgent attention - roof ridge tiles, roof slates, roof finials, guttering, hop-
pers, down pipes, weathered brick work, flat roofs, windows, Hall floor, side footpath and 

rising damp. 

An Electrical and Mechanical Survey has been carried out on the Boiler and the heating 
system and this has revealed that the following require urgent attention - a new pump, major 
pipe work modifications, fitting of additional motorised valves and the additional electrical 

work. 

In addition to the two surveys, the worn and damaged hall furniture will need to be replaced 
to reduce the impact the chairs and tables have on the Hall floor. The Ladies Toilet and Lob-

by in the Church Centre requires refurbishment. 

 

THE CHURCH CENTRE.          Colin Raynor 

The front of the Church is open Monday to Friday from 10 am until 12 noon approx.  For a 
good number of years now this has enabled the community to enjoy a warm drink, ( maybe a 
toasted teacake as well ) at very moderate prices.  It is also a place where folks can take a 
rest from their journey be it shopping or a sightseeing visit to Beverley.  A wide range of 
Fairtrade goods is always available. Many visitors come time and again knowing they will 
find a bit of peace and quiet and a friendly face to greet them and have a chat. The sanctu-



ary of the Church itself is also open for people to spend time in if they so wish. 

Over 500 people come into the Centre most months and there are always three volunteers 
willing to serve them. This includes, on Wednesdays and Fridays, volunteers from the Mil-
lers Unit who, ably assisted by adults from the Millers, play an essential part in welcoming 
folks through our church doors. Although the Centre is a non profit making venture , any 

money raised is shared between the Church and a chosen local or national charity. 

Liz Barnett is the organiser of the group of volunteers and is always looking for more people 

to help with the Centre, even if you can only do one session a month .  

 

MILLERS AT THE CHURCH CENTRE         

The young people from Millers have continued to 
operate the Church Centre coffee morning on 
Wednesdays and Fridays.  Their obvious enjoyment 
in running the café ensures that all their visitors are 
guaranteed a cheerful welcome, and the development 
of their skills and confidence continues as they gain 

experience. 

If you are in town on Wednesdays or Fridays do call 

in; they will be pleased to serve you. 

 

THURSDAY PRAYER AND SHARE GROUP     Colin Raynor 

This small group continues to meet each Thursday in the quiet corner of the Church  from 
approx 10 until 11 am.  We do share news about our Church fellowship, about the communi-

ty in which we live, and also our own personal concerns of family and friends.  

When we do offer our thoughts in a prayerful way it is usually a continuation of our conver-
sations but now talking to our Saviour. There is a warm welcome for anyone to just come 
and sit with us, if only now and again. We also welcome folks asking us to include in the 
prayer time a word about a person they may be worried about or some issue they are strug-

gling with, all in confidence. 

 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BEVERLEY FORUM   Jim Sharp 

The Forum is made up of lay members and clergy from most of the Beverley Churches and 
meets four times a year.  The clergy and church leaders also meet separately on a more 

informal basis. 

Toll Gavel Church is well represented. Rev Stephen Caddy is the Moderator and Jim Sharp 
is Treasurer. Christine Milburn and Brian Dodgson also attend.  Victoria Cook from Norwood 

is Secretary. 



We share news from the different churches and have speakers. Churches are encouraged 

to use our Facebook page.   

We also organised the ‘Festival of Life’ in June, which was preceded by ‘Thy Kingdom 

Come’- an ecumenical prayer venture in Pentecost week.  

Other topics have been services in residential homes, the distribution of the ‘Churches In 
Beverley’ leaflet to the new housing estates, youth and schools work and the inclusion of 

village churches in Churches Together. 

We have three united services every year. The service on October 29th 2017 will be on the 

theme of the reformation (Martin Luther anniversary). 

On Good Friday, 2018 we will be staging the passion play in the town. 

 

WORLD AND HOME MISSIONS        Dorothy Dodgson 

World Missions Fund 

Many thanks to those who have boxes for the above fund.  £124.77 was raised during the 

year. 

If you can help by making a donation or having a collection box at home please contact 

Dorothy Dodgson.   

Home Missions Fund 

Thank you to those who contributed to the above fund.  During the year to 31 August 2017 

£43.37 was raised together with £10.36 in early September 2017. 

The Fund supports projects in Britain, including the islands, and a lot of work is being done. 

Boxes are available and any donations may be given to the Mission Treasurer, Dorothy 

Dodgson at any time during the year. 

 

CHRISTIAN AID             John Turner 

This year’s lent Lunches raised a record £1264. Many thanks 
are due to a strong contingent from TG who were regular sup-

porters of the lunches held at different churches. 

We organised a publicity event in the church drive the Saturday 
before Christian Aid Week began, which contributed £345 to-
wards the total raised. We had 24 collectors for the annual 
house to house collection and 8 people acted as envelope 
deliverers. A few did both. Envelopes handed in at church from 

members contributed £302. Other envelopes returned from other sources brought in £296. 
Many thanks to all who are still willing to help with this collection and all who donated. The 

total banked amounted to £2302. 



We completed our support for the Partner project in Burkina Faso at the end of 2016 and are 

now supporting a partner project with All We Can. 

 

FAIRTRADE AT TOLL GAVEL         John Turner 

In 2017 Beverley celebrates 10 years as a Fairtrade town. Our church contin-
ues to be the only church in the town with a dedicated Fairtrade stall which is 
open to all most days of the week.  Only one other church in the town has a 

regular monthly stall.  

In last year’s report I mentioned Traidcraft’s plea for more support from church-
es. This plea is still valid. Brexit and the fall in the value of the pound are mak-

ing trading more difficult. Inevitably some prices have had to go up. 

So as summer recedes and Christmas approaches please have a look at the new Autumn/
Christmas catalogues which are available from the church stall or from me. They can be a 
useful shopping aid to people who are housebound. But I hope everyone connected with our 
church will support our stand on Fairtrade and make a commitment to buy something from 
the catalogue or the stall on a regular basis.  You will find almost none of the products are 

available in the shops. 

 

ALL WE CAN              John Turner 

All We Can is a Methodist charity with focuses on development 
projects in some of the poorest and most neglected communi-
ties in the world. It works through ACT Action for Churches 

Together raising money for support work when disasters strike. 

Toll Gavel collected £587 for the East Africa Famine appeal. 

£190 of gift aid will be claimed back on donations. 

From January 2017 we started supporting a partner project in India. READ is a partner agen-
cy which brings help and support to marginalised communities in the Odisha region of India. 
It particularly focuses on women. READ empowers women by helping them establish self- 
help groups which can provide better education opportunities, help then be aware of their 

rights, and become capable of launching small scale business enterprises. 

We have committed to raise £1000 for this project by the end of 2017. We had a Coffee 
morning in January, an ’At Home’ and the Pudding and Praise event in August. So far we 

are over half way to the total. 

 

OPEN DOORS            Colin and Doreen Raynor 

The fellowship at Toll Gavel continues to be linked with the work that carries on at Princes 
Avenue Methodist Church in Hull . Help is given in an increasing number of ways to meet  
the needs of asylum seekers, refugees and destitute folks from the local area. Every few 
weeks we take the items that have been given by the church fellowship (all manner  of food 
and personal hygiene items) and many folks give us cash donations  which enables us to 



purchase fresh fruit on the day of our visit.   There is going to be this kind of help needed 
for the foreseeable future and those who work at Princes Avenue are truly grateful for Toll 

Gavel’s support. 

 

BEVERLEY AGAINST POVERTY 

ROUGH SLEEPERS SHOWER AND COFFEE PROJECT   Jim Sharp 

This project  continues every Wednesday under the auspices of ‘Beverley Against Poverty’.  

Rough sleepers continue to be offered  a drink and the use of the microwave . 

We have a  number of excellent volunteers.  At least three volunteers are on duty on a 

monthly  rota.  

COMMUNITY KITCHEN      Elizabeth Wardle and Mary Whitehead 

The team of volunteers wish to say a huge Thankyou to Toll Gavel Church for letting us use 
the Hall each Wednesday morning.  The transfer from St Nicks Parish Centre has definitely 
resulted in increased regular attendance.  We average  17 people coming for lunch: one or 
two people in company of their carers, a few homeless people, Beverley Community Lift 

users, street evangelists, a young parent and toddler and others. 

We serve simple food and still charge £1.50 if people can pay.  From this we have been able 
to donate to Beverley Against Poverty  and hope to do so again while we are making a small 
profit.  The fact that there is a profit suggests sharing - those who can pay easily cover oth-
ers who cannot.  Joe Hakeney, our Treasurer, audits our receipts, incoming and outgoing 

money regularly. We are also able to make a donation for the use of the hall. 

The homeless outreach team and fire brigade fire prevention representatives have become 

occasional visitors.  This benefits some of the attendees and supports the volunteers. 

Our Team members are a happy band.  We enjoy providing the lunch, meeting the at-
tendees and always welcome other volunteers.   Our thanks again to Toll Gavel Church for 

their continued generosity and support. 

 

JACOB’S WELL APPEAL  Trish Waller & Anne Mitchell  (Volunteers) 

Oct. ’16  Our two Medical Directors, Drs. Alister and Margaret 
Roberston, spent 7 weeks visiting our projects and partners in Kenya, 

Ghana and Burkina Faso. 

Dec. ’16  Christmas Giving Appeal. We asked for hygiene packs 
and towels for the Maternity Department at a small hospital in Ouaga-
dougou, the capital of Burkina Faso. Once again, there was a wonder-

ful, generous response from our Church. 

Feb. ’17  In partnership with the Rotary Club, Jacob’s Well has 
helped to send a purpose built medical boat to our partner project near 

Tamale, Northern Ghana. It will carry out regular clinics by visiting  



isolated communities on the far bank of the White 
Volta River. The boat was built by Seahorse Marine 

in Hull. 

 

 

 

March. ’17 
 A visit was made by our Medical Directors to Moldo-
va and Albania. Both countries are very poor, but some 
of the needs which our Doctors identified, have been 
met when we sent containers of hospital equipment, 

medicines, clothes and educational supplies. 

 

Fruit Tree 
Project.  The planting of fruit tree orchards 
in the poorest countries in the World, contin-
ues apace. We are on our way to having pro-
vided one million fruit trees. Fruit tree cards 
can be ‘bought’ at Jacob’s Well Appeal for a 
donation of £2. Most trees will start producing 

fruit within 2 years. 

Fund Raising.  In the last 11 months (June 
’16 to August ’17) Jacob’s Well has sent a total 
of 15 containers abroad. The average cost of sending a container is £4,000 - £8,000. Fund 
raising is essential in helping to finance the sending of aid to our projects in Africa, Asia and 
parts of Eastern Europe. We have also sent 5 containers of clothes or medical supplies to 

Syria so far. Thankfully, the transport costs were funded by ‘Samara’s Aid Appeal’. 

Volunteers will have manned 7 Book and Bric-a-Brac sales on our Church Drive, by 21st 

October. 

Our Charity Shops in Beverley, Bridlington, Withernsea and Filey continue to thrive. There 
have been some alterations to our Beverley Shop. In April, we held a sale at our large ware-
house in Swinemoor Lane; this helped to boost funds significantly. Another Warehouse Sale 

will take place on November 25th. 

Volunteers are always needed to fill a variety of roles including: sorting and packing items in 
the Warehouse such as books, clothes, shoe boxes and medical aid.  Our shops are always 

looking for assistance in manning the tills, sorting donated goods and serving refreshments. 

We are grateful to all our donors and sponsors; your support is vital to the Charity. Also, we 
recognise and thank the many other Church members who help and contribute, in diverse 

ways, to enable the progress of Jacob’s Well Appeal. 

Our Newsletters are published twice yearly, Please see Anne or Trish if you would like to 

receive them. 



BEVERLEY MALE VOICE CHOIR         Henry Burton 

The Beverley Male Voice Choir now numbers 54 and goes from strength to strength under 
the expert leadership of its Musical Director, Elizabeth Wilson, along with the Assistant MD 
Nigel Clarke.  Our long-standing and much-loved pianist Pat Cave retired in June 2017, 
which was a cause for much glumness. We have however been extremely fortunate in find-
ing a very talented young replacement, Emily Blackledge.  Emily plays the viola and violin to 
a very high standard as well as singing, teaching, arranging and composing!  Both Pat and 

Emily feature on the photo below. 

The Choir continues to hold its weekly rehearsals in the Church every Monday evening 
where it also performs a number of its concerts. One of these is the annual Patrons Concert 

to which all of the Choir Patrons are invited and afterwards they are given 
a buffet supper in the Church Hall which is a thank you to them for their 

support over the year  

The major activity this year was however the joint concert with the popular 
Mansfield and District Male Voice Choir on 2nd June.  The occasion was 
used as a fund-raiser for our President Andrew Eastwood’s chosen charity, 
Hornsea Inshore Rescue, for which we raised a very satisfying £1640.  

The cheque was presented to HIR representatives at an “afterglow” in Beverley’s Conserva-
tive Club.  It was said that this was one of the best concerts that had been held in Toll Gavel 

Church. 

Andrew Eastwood, a past Mayor of Beverley, will complete his two-year term of office at the 
AGM on 31st July, handing over to Kate Andrews, who will in turn hand over as Vice Presi-

dent to Paul Camm, a loyal and long-standing Patron and supporter of the Choir.   

In December the Choir again sang in the church as part of the Beverley Festival of Christ-
mas and at the end of the month held their very popular Prelude to Christmas concert, which 
is always on the last Sunday before Christmas. As a break with tradition, we were joined for 
the 2016 Prelude by the Driffield Male Voice Choir, though we shall probably revert to shar-

ing with a childrens’ choir this year.                         www.beverleymalevoicechoir.co.uk 



UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS 

5th BEVERLEY (WESLEY) RAINBOWS 

5th Beverley Rainbows have had another very busy year. We 
have just increased our numbers to give more girls the Rain-
bow experience, and are lucky to have a team of regular volun-

teers (though we will always be delighted to welcome anyone willing to help).  

This year we have completed a few badges and challenges, including the City of Culture 
badge, looking at all things Hull, making a white phone box and we recreated the City Hall 
poppies for our own display in the hall. We completed our Go Global badge, looking at differ-
ent countries around the World and learning about their culture, making crafts and singing 
songs, we also welcomed some visitors from Japan and they helped us do some origami, 
and we had a lovely session with Cathy Beynon doing some African silk painting. We really 
enjoyed looking at the World map and pointing out the countries we know and have been to. 
We joined Rainbows, Brownies and Guides around the town for a World Thinking Day cele-
bration where we thought about members of Guiding and Scouting around the World, and 
how we are all involved in a much bigger organisation. We also joined the other Rainbow 
Units in the town to celebrate the 30th birthday of the Rainbows, we had a lovely birthday 

party and enjoyed playing games and singing together.  

Earlier in the year we purchased our very own Unit flag with thanks to the Co-op funeral 

care, which was dedicated during the church parade service in June. 

We had a few trips out of the meeting place this year, including our annual summer time trip 

to Mega fun, and very recently visited Tesco for their farm to fork trail.  

Our thanks must go to our team of regular helpers, Liz our Unit Helper, Emily our Young 
Leader and also Christine who helps when necessary.  We are also appreciative of the sup-

port and help of the members of Toll Gavel Church, without whom we could not function. 

Hannah Griffith and Anne Cuthbert  (Rainbow Leaders) 
 

8th BEVERLEY (WESLEY) RAINBOWS   

Yet another fun and busy year has passed.  Our Unit is over-
flowing and it is so sad and disappointing that we have to "turn 

away" potential new starters, as our waiting list is so long!  

Our main challenge badge this year has been the Hull City of 
Culture 2017 Badge.  The Rainbows chose which activity they 
wanted to do from each category.  This included designing a 
coat of arms for our Rainbow Unit, going to see one of the Amy Johnson moths and design-
ing our own, making paper fish to play flap the fish and visiting the Treasure House to sketch 
our favourite exhibit.  Our favourite activity was to see how many girls we could fit in a tele-

phone box - we managed 12!  

Two exciting things happened to finish our year: (1) we visited  Mega Fun and gave Janet 
and Hannah heart palpitations when we went down the big slides and (2) we welcomed an 
honorary Rainbow to our Unit - Corey Andrew.  Corey's Mummy, Hannah, gave birth on the 



1st July and the Rainbows said hello to him on the 6th July!  

The Girlguiding programmes are currently undergoing a major overhaul and our new pro-
gramme will be launched in Summer 2018.  This year the Rainbows will be sharing a taster 
pack of some of the new unit meeting activities.  We hope to report back to you next year 

with more information about our new journey together.  

Thank you for the support we receive from everyone at Toll Gavel. 

Hannah and Janet Burnitt 

 

5th  BEVERLEY (WESLEY) BROWNIES    

We continue to have a thriving Brownie Pack with a number of 
Rainbows moving into our Pack along with some of our 
Brownies going forward onto Guides.    Along with myself and 
Doreen Offen, Cat Oglesby has been working towards her 
Leadership qualification during the year and Katie Milburn has 
joined us as a Young Leader.  I am indebted to them for their continued support in helping to 

run the Pack. 

The Brownies have been busy undertaking their Artist’s and Healthy Heart badges.  They 
have also made lanterns for Chinese New Year, tried some Scottish dancing for Burns Night 
and attended District Thinking Day activities at Toll Gavel.  They have also visited the Treas-
ure House to view the Wildlife Photographer of the year exhibition and undertook the Tesco 

Food to Fork challenge badge.  

More recently a number of our Brownies attended the North East Region Flamingo Fling 
event where the thrills of the rides and the zoo were enjoyed by all.  In September we also 
had a joint sleepover with Thursday night Brownies in the Schoolroom followed by attend-

ance at the Harvest Festival service. 

Janet Birt  (Brown Owl) 

 

8th BEVERLEY (WESLEY) BROWNIES   

Our Brownie Pack continues to meet every Thursday evening, 
with 20 – 24 Brownies each week.  Once again we have en-
joyed a packed programme with a variety of activities.  The 
Brownies gained their Peacock, City of Culture and Adventure 
badges.  We all made peacocktails, and peacocks for the 
Peacock badge, and we had an interesting visit to the Library for the Harry Potter themed 

night .  

Our Pack Holiday was in December and was thoroughly enjoyed by all; we held a Christmas 
theme and made lots of different Christmas treats. We joined in with the Girl Guiding show-

ing of Beauty and the Beast, which we all really enjoyed.  

We attended the Beverley Division Guides Thinking Day celebration when we joined in with 
all the Brownies, Guides and Rainbows in the Division.  We made collages of the World 



Centres and learned a bit about what each Centre does. 

For service in the Community we collected food for the local food bank. We also went in 

search of moths around Beverley when we held a sleepover in the church.  

I am grateful for the continued support of my helpers, and also for the support of the Church 

Casey Whitehead (Brown Owl.) 

 

5th BEVERLEY (WESLEY) GUIDES      

The list of activities undertaken this year is long and varied. 

Looking back I wonder how we managed to fit it all in! 

Autumn Term- We started the year by joining in with the craze 
to hunt for Pokémon which got us out and about in Beverley. 
Wearing Dots and Raising Lots for the RNIB, Planning our own 
Go For It! Challenge, a Remembrance Day meeting saw us making our own hand sewn 
Poppy brooches, visiting the Beverley Pantomime (oh no we didn’t- oh yes we did!) which 
the Guides loved especially joining the cast on stage for a sing- a -long and then rounding 
off a week early with a Christmas Party to allow the Cubs to have the correct date for their 

Cubs 100 celebration ( which the Guide Leaders then gate-crashed.) 

Spring Term- The Patrol Leaders voted to take part in a Peacock Challenge organised as a 
fundraiser by a local Senior Section group. The patrols each chose their own activities in-
cluding making lava lamps, wearing saris, finding out about Indian culture, making and bak-
ing. During the challenge we collected items for Beverley Food Bank and Richard came to 
talk to the Unit about the foodbank. Our Peacock badges look brilliant on our Uniforms. We 
finished the term with an Irish themed evening for St Patricks Day. A local Irish Dancing 
class came along to teach us the basics and we had a fun time trying out the steps and 

movements.  

Summer Term- Our main focus in the Summer term was the Hull City of Culture Challenge 
Badge. What an interesting set of activities! Can you guess how many Guides can fit into a 
white phone box? Quite a sight outside Boyes I bet! It was an adventure travelling in to Hull 
by train and completing our City Trail around the Old Town on a Friday night. The badge 
rounded off with a fish and chip night- in newspaper of course!  Alongside this each Guide 
completed an individual Interest Badge ranging from Animal Active, Performing Arts, Craft, 
Sport, Survival, and World Cultures among others. Rounding off the year, we presented our 
eight older Guides with their Baden Powell Awards- a year of hard work, planning and organ-
ising their own activities. We are very proud of them all, some of whom are moving on to the 

Senior Section. 

The “main event” for the Summer Term has to be Summer Camp. This year we once again 
took the Unit to Poacher International. This camp is held every four years and is a special 
event in the life of our unit. 18 Guides chose to attend and they all had an amazing time, with 
a wide range of activities available; too many to list here. Poacher always closes with a fancy 
dress closing ceremony- our Sub camp’s theme was Minions. We looked brilliant! Our own 
little Minion, Corey, stole the show and at four weeks old we think he was the youngest 
camper around.  The Guides were very excited to watch Diversity perform that evening and 



the fireworks were as spectacular as ever. Walking around site with 5000+ young people felt 
like walking up Toll Gavel with our Scouts on site, along with 4th Guides, Beverley Rangers, 
Molescroft Scouts, Brandsburton Scouts to name but a few. We all saw someone we knew 
during the week. All the paperwork and stress was well worth it! A huge thank you to Han-

nah, Janet and Corey for joining us to run the kitchen so smoothly. 

In other presentations this year Ruth received the VYPER Outstanding Contribution to Vol-
unteering Certificate and Christine received her 50 year Service Bar, presented at the Coun-

ty AGM. 

We have continued to be blessed with a full complement of Leaders and have been grateful 
to “borrow” Janet from 8th Rainbows when Kate’s District Commissioner duties have taken 

her elsewhere.  

We look forward to the new year and the samples of the new programme that we will begin 

to use, ready for its launch next Summer, so more of that in next year’s report. 

Diane Hutchinson 

 

BEVERLEY RANGER UNIT      

The Rangers continue to meet the 1st and 3rd Tues-
days of the month, and we are very grateful to Toll 

Gavel Church for allowing us to do so. 

The beginning of the year saw us celebrate the cen-
tenary of the Senior Section, and about half of our 
Rangers attended SFest, which was East Yorkshire’s special event to celebrate.  This was 
held at Guideacres, our County Campsite.  The girls had great fun doing a wide variety of 
activities, varying from quiet reflection, to dancing to and listening to outrageous boy bands 

performing. Lots of food was eaten and the weekend was enjoyed by all.  

Our activities during meetings are mainly organised by the Rangers, they worked on a pho-
tography competition, and they all took part in the Peacock Challenge, which was a chal-
lenge set by North Wolds West Ranger Unit.  Food is always popular and Rangers always 
like to try something new.  We’ve had a Zumba session, played Mexican Bingo and tried 

colouring for adults – just for relaxation.   

The highlight of the year was Poacher, Lincolnshire’s International Scout and Guide Camp 
which is held on the Lincolnshire showground.  The Rangers attended as a Unit with St 
Mary’s Guides, they had a fantastic time and took part in many activities.  We were very 

proud that eight Rangers made their promise at Poacher.   

We were pleased to welcome Charlotte, a warranted Guider, who now lives in Beverley and 
joined us in May, we know she will be an asset to our Unit.  We are sorry to say goodbye to 
Ruth and Stephanie as they are both heading off the Huddersfield University, we wish them 
both well in their studies and know they will carry on in Guiding.   We will welcome 5 or 6 
new girls to the Unit in September and look forward to what’s in store for us with the new 

programme. 

Casey, Charlotte and Christine (Ranger Leaders ) 



GROUP 

2017 has been another busy year for all four sections of the Scout Group; filled with adven-
turous activities. We strive to offer our young people opportunities they may not be able to 

get elsewhere. 

The Beavers and Cubs continue to meet at Toll Gavel, whilst the Scouts meet at Minster 
School, so they can take advantage of its proximity to the Westwood.  The Explorers  also  

use Toll Gavel as a base but will meet outdoors whenever they can. 

The sections would not have these opportunities if it were not for the dedication of our team 
of volunteer leaders; who continue to give up a significant amount of time to plan and deliver 

the weekly meetings and other camps and events. 

Scouting is more popular than ever before and Waiting Lists continue to grow. Nationally; 
there are now 50,000 Young People wanting to access Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explor-

ers and this is mirrored locally – we have over 60 Young People on our Waiting Lists. 

If a few more volunteers would come forward; we could open additional sections and give 
more young people an opportunity to scout. We adopt a flexible approach and are grateful  
for as much or as little time as people can spare. We do however guarantee that you’ll have  

a great time with us. 

If you want to find out more about joining the adventure; either as a Youth Member or as an 
Adult Volunteer;please contact me via the website (www.5thbeverley.ukscouts.org.uk) or via 

any of our Social Media. 

Darren Burgess (Group Scout Leader) 

 

BEAVERS 

Beaver Scouts is all about fun and friendship and our colony has had this in abundance! 

We started the year with 15 Beavers and have ended with 15 also and we are delighted that 
almost all of our Beavers move up to the Cub Pack when they are old enough; continuing 

our Scouting adventure. 

We have had a number of adventures over the last year; including a couple of overnight 

events – for some of our Beavers this is the first time they have stayed away from home. 

We have “slept with the sharks” at the Deep and also joined with Beavers from all over the 

local area for a sleepover and funday on the Driffield Showground. 

We visited the Hornsea Inshore Rescue Lifeboat and played battleship sandcastles  on 



Hornsea beach. We’ve been out and about on the Westwood building dens, up at Raywell 
on Pedal Cars and Grass Sledges; not to mention the increasing number of random opportu-

nities to make S’mores! 

Badge-wise we have finished Safety, Space (great fun looking through the telescope), Glob-
al Issues, Cook, Explore, Hike Away and Night Away and Faith. Some of the Beavers have 

even earned their 3 Nights Away badge this year. 

Now there are so many more challenges of an adventurous and outdoor nature to complete 
to achieve the Chief Scout's Bronze award, it is even more important that Beavers join in 
with opportunities that are presented and attend weekly meetings, as there will be little 

chance of repeating nights to achieve the targets. 

Thank you to  all the parents who are on a weekly rota and are given an opportunity to     

see open Scouting’ at its' best – anything can happen and does happen weekly, 

Kate Clarke, Judith Gray, James Clarke & Holly Cottingham (Beaver Leadership Team) 

 

CUBS 

The last few months of 2016 saw our celebrations for Cubs 100 draw to a close. 

We held our traditional Christmas Party Sleepover at Toll Gavel where the Cubs played 
lots of games, made sweets and visited the Christmas Tree Festival at Beverley Minster. At 
the Parade Service the next day we entertained the congregation with a  traditional  Camp-

fire Yarn (read by the Cubs) and a rousing rendition of Ging Gang Gooley. 

On 16th December, 2016; we held a Promise 
Party at the Church Hall for our members and 
their families. The Cubs demonstrated some of 
the activities they have tried during the year be-
fore we renewed our Promise at 1916 (timed to 
coincide with Promise renewals at similar events 
all around the country). This was followed by a 
rendition of Happy Birthday and some birthday 
cake. We finished the evening with an indoor 

campfire. 

This year we’ve had plenty of adventures and experiences. 
We’ve held a Water Activities Day at Welton Waters where the 
Cubs got to try their hands at Sailing and Rafted Canoes and 
we also spent an evening on the Climbing Walls at Rock Up in 
Hull. We’ve also spent many nights on the Westwood; building 
shelters, playing games and even trying our hands at Slacklin-

ing. 

In July we joined Cubs from all over the District at a  Sleepover 
at Beverley Leisure Centre. After a session in the pool the Cubs 
tried their hands at Indoor Golf and Wheelchair Basketball as 

well as learning some important First Aid skills. 



 

For the second year running the Cubs organized a special Tea Party for the most important 
ladies in their lives as a special treat for Mother’s Day. They made drinks and cakes and set 

the tables before serving their guests and then clearing up afterwards. 

The weekly pack meetings have delivered a “balanced programme” of activities and our 

Cubs have gained many badges and awards. 

Becci Raisin, Sue Burgess, Rich Corrie, Matthew Lax, Jack Burgess & Patrick Fearnley 
(Cub Leadership Team). 

SCOUTS 

The Scouts have continued to experience many new and excit-

ing adventures with lots of  focus on Outdoor Activities. 

In May we attended a County Camp at Raywell Park with over 
200 other Scouts. During the days, the Scouts had the oppor-
tunity to participate in a whole range of activities; including 
Climbing, Rifle Shooting, Mini Tanks, Archery and a very popular 
Zip Wire. Evening entertainment included a traditional Scout 

Campfire and a Talent Show and Disco 

Autumn Camp was held at Primrose Hill in Scunthorpe and in-
cluded a mix of traditional Scout camping skills including tent 
pitching, fire lighting and cooking their evening meal on open 
fires as well as sessions of Crate Stacking,  Archery  and Rifle 

Shooting. 

The Scouts also entered 2 teams in the Wolds Challenge – a hiking and navigation competi-
tion which was held over a 12 mile course around Brantingham Dale in March. Both teams 
completed  the  event  with  the  “A”  Team  of  older,  more experienced Scouts finishing in 

second place overall, whilst the “B” team of younger Scouts came in 23rd. 

More recently we entered three teams in the Fells Marathon – a similar competition but held 
over two days with the Scouts required to carry tents and cooking equipment and camp 
overnight. We are still awaiting the final results from this event but all three teams acquitted 

themselves well. 

At our weekly meetings we have tried a wide range of different activities including learning 
Knife & Axe skills, pioneering camp gadgets  and undertaking a range of fire lighting and 

cooking challenges. 

At the end of July the Scouts had an 
exclusive tour of the Search and Res-
cue Helicopter Base at Humberside 

Airport. 

 

 

 



Four of our Scouts have been chosen to go forward to the final stage of selection to go to 
the next World Scout Jamboree in America and we wish them well at the camp being held at 

the end of October. 

Paul Waddington, Terry Jackson, Sarah Rance & Greg Jackson (Scout Leadership 
Team) 

EXPLORERS 

The Explorer Unit has continued to grow and now has 28 Young People regularly attending 
meetings and events. Taking more responsibility for their own Scouting adventure, the Ex-

plorers have taken part in many outdoor activities in the past twelve months. 

Hill Walking remains one of the most popular activities for the unit and a team from the unit 
finished in second place in the Fells Marathon – a two day hiking and navigation competition 

held in the North Yorkshire Moors last October 

Two teams from the Unit went on to compete in the Fells’ sister 
event, the Wolds Challenge in March. Both teams performed 
brilliantly with the “A” team again finishing in first place and re-
taining the title they won in 2016. The “B” Team finished in 13th 

place. 

Winter Camp was held at Birch Hall in the North Yorkshire 
Moors on an extremely cold February weekend and Autumn 

Camp was held at Primrose Hill, near Scunthorpe. 

At the other end of the scale, 
the Unit joined over 100 
other Explorer Scouts from 
all over the County for an 
evening on  the slides trampolines and soft play equip-
ment at Big Fun in Hull, giving some credence to the 

theory that they are in many ways just bigger Beavers! 

Meeting nights have seen a wide range of activities in-
cluding  a “pimp my pancake” challenge night, dump hike 
and a climbing night at Rock Up. The Unit also visited the 

Search & Rescue Helicopter Base at Humberside Airport. 

As well as continuing to follow the Scout Programme and 
working towards the Queens Scout Award, the Unit are 
registered with the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme 
and Scouts from their unit are working towards both the 

Bronze and Silver Awards. 

Paul Waddington & Bill Hart (Explorer Leaders) 

 

 

 



POACHER 2017 

 

Perhaps the highlight of our year was at-
tending  Poacher 2017, a week long interna-
tional camp for 6000 Scouts and Guides 
which was held on the Lincolnshire Show-

ground at the end of July. 

15 Scouts, 6 Explorers and 4 leaders had a 
fantastic time and thoroughly enjoyed the 

event. 

During the day the Scouts could try over 100 different adventurous activities, such as Sail-
ing, Kayaking, Abseiling, Scuba Diving, Caving, Gliding, Go Karting and Trapezes, as well 

as a myriad of different creative activities. 

At night the entertainment continued with discos, fairground rides and even a talent contest. 
The closing   ceremony   even   included   an   exclusive performance from former Britain’s 

Got Talent Winners, Diversity. 

On the Sunday we were lucky 
enough be visited by Bear Grylls who 
flew in by helicopter (which landed in 
a field just behind our tents) and 
walked around the site, shaking 
hands, signing autographs and pos-
ing for selfies before addressing all 
the Scouts from the platform above 
the Freefall Stunt Airbag (and back-

flipping off it!) 




