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MINISTER’S REPORT 2018          Stephen Caddy 

Three themes have been to the fore this year. 

The first has been the movement of ministers – not only for us at Toll Gavel [including a new 
Chair of District and a new District] but changes too at the Minster and St Nicholas’. The 
level of change in five years – Anglican, Methodist, Roman Catholic, Congregational, Baptist 
– has been enormous, perhaps unprecedented. This means there is a real sense of a new 

beginning for the town. 

The second has been my role, for a year, as District Ecumenical Officer. I have added Angli-
can Synods to the U.R.C and Methodist ones I already attended. More importantly with East 
Yorkshire Church leaders and national support from Churches Together in England the foun-
dations are being made for a new intermediate body like the ones for the Vale of York and 
the North York Moors. The significance of this for Toll Gavel is that the overdue review of our 
Church’s constitution and our life and witness as two denominations in one congregation 
and society will, I hope, begin in a matter of months not years. This could be an invaluable 

aid is our planning for the future. 

Third is the amount of additional courses this year. As well as the usual District Superinten-
dents’ Meetings and Retreat, I’ve again attended the National Superintendents’ Conference. 
I’ve renewed my Safeguarding Leadership Training through the District and my handling of 
sensitive data training online. For the first time in some years I attended the Continuing Pro-
fessional Development Training for my Chaplaincy work. Methodism is bringing in a new 
mandatory annual Supervision regime for all ministers. I have completed both two-day 
courses of training for Supervisors and have begun coming under supervision myself with a 
first meeting in July of this year. This is additional to my annual Minister’s Development Re-

view which has been completed. 

Each of these themes are in addition to the routine work of a Circuit minister but all of them 
bring benefits and challenges to the life of our church. It takes time to ‘sharpen the axe’ and 
work in partnership but this time is intended to enrich us all. A final example has again been 
Bible Week that has challenged our preachers and congregations with the book of Jonah but 

has also shared the richness of four Circuits with one another. 

As this is my last report I will take the opportunity to commend the Rev’d Peter Cross to you 
and to pray that God will continue to bless the people, worship and service of Toll Gavel 

United Church. 

 

CHURCH STEWARDS            Elaine Turner 

The number of stewards at Toll Gavel is at last complete although it won’t be long before we 

need new ones!! 

It is not an onerous task but needs being able to commit to being on duty once a month, 
attending steward’s meetings about every 6 to 8 weeks, having a listening ear to hear what 

members of the congregation are concerned or happy about.   

It is normally a four year appointment although some will be shorter if replacing someone 

who has had to stand down early. 



Please give this prayerful consideration as if we don’t appoint anyone the burden on those left 

becomes greater. 

Our meetings with Stephen have been informative and we have been able to talk about many 

issues in a safe and confidential manner.  We look forward to working with Peter in the future. 

I have considered it a privilege to serve Toll Gavel in this way and I hope that others will join us. 

 

PASTORAL VISITORS            Elaine Turner 

At Toll Gavel we have 19 pastoral visitors, including two couples, who, between them, care for 182 
members and 45 adherents connected with our church.  This is done week by week and is a valu-
able asset to the Church family.  We still have 3 retired ministers.  There are 160 families in our 
care.  Sadly 5 of our members and friends have died and 1 has moved away.  We have welcomed 

8 other people into our midst and we hope and pray that they feel part of our fellowship.  

The annual Dedication Service was again a very meaningful act of commitment and is appreciated 

by pastoral visitors. 

We are grateful to the flower committee who make sure that there are flowers to give out to those 

in need week by week and then wrap them ready for delivery. 

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is still ongoing and appreciated by those who receive a shawl.  Over 40 
have been delivered.  If anyone would like a pattern to knit or crochet a shawl please let me know.  

If you would like to donate any money to buy wool that would also be appreciated. 

Please let Peter, myself or one of the Pastoral Visitors know if you hear of someone who is unwell 

or who would appreciate a visit. 

Thank you for all your support during the past year. 

 

BEVERLEY CIRCUIT LOCAL PREACHERS       Christine Caddy 

The Local Preachers of the Beverley Circuit continue to faithfully fulfil their callings and preaching 
appointments. We have been joined this year by Mr Graham Butcher. Stephen, our minister, 
would like to place on record his appreciation for the excellent standard of preaching across the 
circuit during his ministry here. We are blessed with creative and thought provoking ministries 

which have taught, fed and nourished us all.  

We continue to meet with the Pocklington/Market Weighton circuits with two meetings each year 
dealing with the business of the meeting and two for fellowship and study. Our most recent fellow-
ship meeting welcomed Mr Mike Brammer (Walkington) who led a very interesting evening looking 
at the relationship between the preacher and the organist, the choosing of hymns and balancing 

music in services 

We have welcomed various ‘guest’ preachers into our pulpit at Toll Gavel, the Chair of the York-
shire North & East Methodist District – Revd Leslie Newton, who led an IGNITE Service and 

Revd's Robert Amos & John Hughes during June. 

During October 2017 it was decided to look at holding Bible Month – a month long study of the 
book of James.  2018 saw a month long study of the book of Jonah this time taking place during 



June. Our preachers took on the same passages from Jonah both in our own chapels and in 
the chapels of our 3 neighbouring circuits, Driffield & Hornsea, Pocklington & Market 
Weighton and Bridlington. These exchanges and in-depth studies are proving popular 

across the circuits. 

 

SUNDAY CLUB and MEET AND EAT     

Sunday Club:   Before Christmas we decided to start the new year with the new name and 
format of 'Family Cafe Hour' which would be weekly. On the first week we had a large family 
attend and on the second week we had some small children and parents. During the spring 
term generally the numbers were low and the children mostly attended the first week of the 
month. Now we are at the end of the summer term we are considering continuing this on just 
the first Sunday from September. We intend to have the option of having a Sunday club 
lesson in reserve in the Centre in case any young person turns up; they can be in the cafe 
area for some stories and activities. We will still have a resources box in the cloakroom off 

the church entrance for children as an alternative. 

Thank you to all the helpers we have enticed in to help in the kitchen these last six months 

while the project was ongoing. Your assistance was invaluable. 

Please continue to pray for the staff as they explore new project outreach with the communi-
ty. We have seen as a team that holiday provision attracts families more, compared to Sun-

day mornings which are more challenging. 

On a positive note, the team have enjoyed working in new ways together and the end of 
term party was lovely to have so many children and young people come at the same time 
instead of ones and twos, it made them realise that they are part of a large group of church 

youth. 

Meet and Eat  'Meet and Eat' for the 11 -18s try to meet monthly during term time; numbers 
continue to be low with generally up to 4 regularly attending with the odd extra one. The 
evening usually comprises of a coming-in activity/game followed by food and then a discus-
sion, which can be chosen by the young people, but if they haven't got any ideas then this is 
brought to the leadership team. The topics have ranged from '3-Generate'actions/ how the 

church could be more accessible/biblical books or passages. 

The number attending may reduce in September and Meet and Eat may be hard to sustain 
with the numbers we have, although all seem to enjoy the time together with some interest-
ing discussion points. It keeps the young people in the church family even if they don't get to 

church much. 

We have had 4 leaders: Claire Barnes, Cathy Beynon, Stephen Caddy and Richard Whom-
sley, who share the different responsibilities between them but obviously we are losing Ste-
phen this summer. We would like to thank Stephen for his input and enthusiasm with Meet 
and Eat. The young people have really enjoyed his genuine interest and openness with 

them. 

As a church we are not the only ones to struggle getting the young people through our 
doors. We are not sure what the answer is to this but we can but keep offering things for 



these young people and keep praying that more will follow. It may be that we have to try 

something new from September but as of yet nothing has been decided. 

As a team we also pass on details of other church based youth clubs/ meetings that are 
taking place and may be of interest, and we have taken part in inter-church barbecue and 

sports events during the summer months. 

                                                              Kate Clarke, Claire Barnes, Richard Whomsley, 
Cathy Beynon, Sally Knapp and Jan Whitfield. 

 

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH         Jim Sharp 

Toll Gavel United Church has been a Local Ecumenical Project - Methodist 
and United Reformed - for some 40 years, following the closure of  the 

United Reformed Church on Lairgate. 

The Minister and one or two church members attend United Reformed 
Yorkshire synods – three per year, local ‘Mission and Care’ meetings and 

rallies. I act as the URC contact person at Toll Gavel. 

The Moderator of the Yorkshire Synod, Rev Kevin Watson, has now com-
pleted his two year stint as  Moderator of the National U.R.C.Assembly and is taking a short 

sabbatical. 

Several of our members take the monthly ‘Reform’ magazine, copies of which can be ob-

tained from myself. 

Please let me know if you would like to attend any of the URC meetings or synods. 

 

CO-ORDINATOR WORKING ALONGSIDE OLDER PEOPLE FOR  

THE BEVERLEY METHODIST CIRCUIT       Christine Milburn 

Yet another year passes as I continue my role working with older people in the Circuit. 

Each week I come across different tasks and challenges but still enjoy the work. 

I attend Leisure Day at Norwood, Lunch Club at Toll Gavel every week and the Wednesday 
Club at Tickton every two weeks.   I visit many members of the Circuit in their own homes, 

and also those who are residing in Care Homes 

I endeavour to keep up to date with the older people, especially those living alone who often 
appreciate a visit, when a chat and a cup of tea is usually welcome.  I share news of family 

and friends and try to keep folk up to date with what’s going on in the Church or Circuit. 

As part of Churches Together in Beverley I support the monthly worship at Claremont House 
and The Parklands, and as part of the Toll Gavel Team I help with worship at the Old School 
House Care Home and Beverley Grange, where along with Sally we organise a monthly faith 

based knit & natter activity. 



This last month I have been particularly saddened as three elderly members of the Circuit 
who I have regularly visited since I started doing the job have passed away, I will really miss 

them all. 

If any older people would welcome a visit, or help in any way, please let me know. 

 

CHILDREN AND FAMILY WORKER        Cathy Beynon 

Establishing growing relationships has been the theme of this year.  It is such a joy to join in 
with the ministry of Toll Gavel United Church.  Building bridges in the community has high-

lighted the value of person-centred ministry, shining Christ’s light for all to see. 

Christingle service with the uniformed groups took place in the Church, rather than in the 

hall.  I so loved seeing the children’s faces lit up by their candle, Jesus light of the world 

I’ve had opportunities to visit the weekly groups and help contribute to their curriculum, talk-

ing about Africa, recycling and Christmas. 

Babygroup has attracted 30-plus families this year.  There is special attention given to each 
parent, grandparent and baby.  Doreen and Lesley are loved by them all, and offer compas-

sion and understanding. 

Many families from babygroup have progressed to Messy Mondays.  It’s more busy and 
noisy, bringing excitement to exploring toddlers.  We have a dedicated team of volunteers 
who care for the families, offering quality play, yummy refreshments and a listening ear.  
Messy Monday’s families have been invited to church worship on a Monday morning for 

Harvest and Christmas. 

Highlights of the spring included classical concerts with New Paths Music, for children and 

babies.  Over 100 children danced and sang, listening to world class musicians. 

The Driveway Update, envisioned by Sally 
Knapp and funded by The Beverley Town 
Council, has afforded a new space to host 
community tea parties and, in the autumn, 

natural art workshops. 

Pancake party is always a special event, 
enjoyed by all.  Over 140 people attended; 
300+ pancakes were fried and sold.  Families 
commented on how welcoming the event was 

and how much they enjoyed eating together. 

Our young people at Meet and Eat have been invited to town-wide youth events.  In the 
summer we attended sports and BBQ’s.  During the autumn Toll Gavel United Church will 

host an indoor sports and supper event. 

I’m extremely grateful for the support offered by the Church.  Whenever I ask for help there 
are willing, skilled hands offered.  Thank you to all of you who support me in my role, in so 

many varied ways.  I am truly thankful. 



 

CHURCH WEEKEND 

On the weekend of 15—17 June 30 members of the congregations of Toll Gavel and Nor-
wood enjoyed a weekend of friendship, fellowship and spiritual renewal at Wydale, near 
Scarborough.  The weekend had the theme “One more step” and was led by Ray and Joy 

Coates.  A fuller report on the weekend is to be published in the ‘Contact’ magazine. 

 

CONTACT MAGAZINE            Christine Caddy 

The Contact Magazine is now on its eighth edition and is a quarterly publication which in-
cludes the Circuit Plan and Contacts list. It is now printed by Print & Design at Tolkenspire 
and is a quality magazine. Around 260 copies are printed and distributed across the Circuit 
and it is also available on the Website and electronically, via email. Christine Caddy, past 
editor, has loved receiving your articles, stories and news items, but has now moved to pas-
tures new and it is hoped that a new editing team will take over.  At the time of going to 

press a survey is being carried out to determine the way forward. 

 

CHURCH WEBSITE          

Website - www.tollgavelchurch.org.uk  

During the last year responsibility for the Church Website has passed from Christine Caddy 
to Graham Johnson.  The address remains the same and a process of updating is in hand. 

Contributions or suggestions continue to be welcome.  

 

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP TEAM         Stephen Caddy 

This year we reviewed the existence of the group because despite wide ranging and inter-
esting discussions we had rarely made any actual proposals to the Trustees Meeting. How-
ever, it was felt that we should continue; in part because it was thought to be a support for 

our minister. 

Over the year there have been small changes to the membership as agreed at the Congre-

gational Meeting. 

The majority of our time this year has been spent looking at the Questionnaire that came 
from the Trustees and looking at how our resources match our purposes. We suggested that 
a survey of views and a search for fresh ideas might include other users of our premises as 

well as the Members and Adherents on the Pastoral Roll. 

The SLT expressed a desire for our church to be more intentionally and visibly open as a 
place of prayer beyond what we currently do. As a result we have proposed first to the Trus-
tees and then to Churches Together in Beverley the idea of a Pilgrimage Day when every 
church would be open and hosted for prayer so that those who wished could complete a 
walking pilgrimage around all the open churches while others might just visit one. A number 
of the Churches in Beverley don’t have a church but hire a building. These might be offered 



space within the larger churches to offer their own place of prayer. This has been broadly 

welcomed by CTiB. It will need a coordinator to help make the concept a reality. 

 

ESPERION SINGERS            David Powell 

The six regular vocalists of the Esperion choir are enthusiastic singers and we would like to 
give thanks to a lively new chorister, Frieda, who has joined the choir during the year. We 
continue to perform in morning and evening services at Toll Gavel. Rehearsals practice fa-
miliar music that we enjoy and new music that provides challenge, stimulus and focus. We 
would  particularly like to give thanks for our accompanist Pat Cave who has helped and 

supported us and been a real stalwart  

We have particularly enjoyed learning and exploring new tunes in 'Singing the Faith' and 
popular sheet music. We sing tune, four part harmony, in the round and sometimes impro-

vise with or without accompaniment. 

At Christmas time the choir is augmented  with volunteer singers, carolling in a senior citizen 
home and Tesco raising money for Christian Aid. We would dearly like to have more regular  
members in the choir.  Rehearsals are most Friday evenings from 7 until 8pm in the Wesley 
room, so if you feel that you can sing in tune and enjoy music then please join us.  

Auditions are not required just a love of music. 

 

TOLL GAVEL FLOWERS       Members of the Flower Group 

The members of the Flower Group continue to arrange the flowers in Church week by week 

and to arrange extra at special services. 

A new list asking for your donations goes up in November for the following year.  If you 
would like to give something please sign in the spaces provided.  Perhaps you would like to 

give in memory of someone or on a special anniversary or just because…. 

As well as providing flowers in the church your donation goes towards small bouquets for 
people who are housebound, ill, have a special celebration or are in need and these are 

distributed by our Pastoral Visitors. 

A special thank you to everyone who gives a donation each week. 

If you would like to join us in the Flower Group, perhaps on the special occasions when there 
is extra to do, please feel welcome to come and help even if you can’t arrange flowers we 

can always teach you or find you another job.  Think about it! 

 

PRAYER CORNER             Margaret Chastney 

Last year at this time I asked for people to put a display in the prayer corner, nobody has 
come forward, so displays have only been done at special times of the year such as Re-

membrance Sunday, Easter and Christmas.  

If you feel you would like to make known something that is happening or that you do  have a 



word with me and put a display in the corner.  

There must be lots of activities happening among our congregation that we know nothing 

about, so let us know! 

 

GIFT AID                Peter Davies 

We can claim back 25p every time you donate £1.00. This is called Gift Aid. 

The Donor must have paid as much in income tax or capital gains tax in the tax year as we 

will claim back in Gift Aid, and has signed a Gift Aid declaration. 

We can also claim Gift Aid on cash donations of £20 or less even if the donor has not signed 

a Gift Aid declaration.  

Gift Aid plays an integral part in our Finances and as you will see from our Accounts for Y/e 
31st August 2018 the Gift Aid for the tax year ending 5th April 2018 the amount we have re-
ceived is £10292.49. This is only for Gift Aid for donations from Church members who have 
signed a Gift Aid declaration. We have not yet received our Gift Aid Small Donations which 

will total £1745.47.  

As you can see the amount of Gift Aid we claim is substantial and makes a significant differ-
ence to our Church Income, so if you pay income tax or capital gains tax we can claim tax 
back on your donations to the Church provided you have signed a Gift Aid declaration. You 
should however notify me if you stop paying taxation, or if the tax you pay is lower than the 
Gift Aid we claim back in respect of your donations. Obviously we cannot claim Gift Aid if you 
do not pay taxation and from 6th April 2017 new donors are made personally responsible if 

the Gift Aid is overclaimed. 

 

BEVERLEY FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS       Eileen Ewen 

Toll Gavel United Church provided a wonderful part of the town’s Christmas festivities in 
2017.  The Church’s central location ensured a warm and welcoming venue to many visitors.  
The early morning service included contributions from the uniformed organisations based at 

Toll Gavel which gave a special basis to the day’s celebrations. 

After morning service, the Church’s own Esperion Singers opened the day’s programme of 
Christmas music, with the Toll Gavel Musicians following with their choice of carols.   The 
Beverley Community Choir increases in numbers each year and delighted us with music old 
and new.   John Brien excelled with his Rock and Roll Christmas Piano, and the Beverley 
Male Voice Choir, which has been part of the Festival of Christmas for many years, never 
fails to delight us.   Their rousing finale is a fitting conclusion to a wonderful day of Christmas 

music and joy. 

The day would not be possible without the help of many, many Toll Gavel members who, in 
addition to serving refreshments, also donated the mince pies.   Money raised was divided 
between  the Church, and for 2017, the Beverley Schools’ Christian Trust.   Many people tell 
us that their Beverley Festival of Christmas visit is especially to come to our Church.  For 
most of the day, the Church is full, with visitors waiting to come in!  Surely this is a fitting 



tribute to the wonderful musicians and the Toll Gavel helpers who extend such a warm wel-

come. 

We do need lots of helpers –please volunteer if you are able to help in 2018. 

 

CHRISTMAS ANGELS            Margaret Chastney 

An email that came from my daughter started a number of people knitting angels which 
could be distributed round the town.  The idea was started by a minister in Edinburgh and 
then passed on to a Methodist Church in Cullercoats, Whitley Bay .  Since the initial idea 

thousands of angels have been knitted and distributed round the country. 

On December 10th at the parade service we had 415 angels under the church Christmas tree 

ready to be dedicated during the service. 

Everyone at the service was invited to take at least one.  Perhaps they would keep the angel 

or give it away. 

The ones that were left went to various places; the care homes we visit, Norwood Leisure 
Day, Tuesday lunches and then some were put on the tables and seats in church and also 
offered to people who came in during the Festival of Christmas.  The demand was such that 

we did not have enough for everyone. 

A huge thank you to everyone who took part in this event and for making it happen. 

So far we have no plans for Christmas 2018 unless you have an idea??????? 

 

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE AND TEA TEAM     Margaret Jackson  

Thank you for continuing to support the coffee team serving drinks after morning service. 
These are very welcome after all our singing! It also provides a relaxed space where people 

can chat, and new people and visitors can feel able to stay a while.  

There are sixteen of us in the Sunday morning coffee and tea team taking it in turn to serve 
in twos each every eight weeks. The donations given for the drinks are all given to charities. 
On the first Sunday in the month the donations are given to the Benevolent fund and those 
on the third Sunday go to NCH Action for Children. On other Sundays the money is given to 

local charities. Since August last year £25 donations have been given to 

 

 

 

 

This year we have stopped using the plastic cups and now use white crockery. They take a 
little longer to wash up but many people have come into the kitchen to help us. Their kind 

help is always welcome!  

A big thank you to all who help or support by sharing this time with others. 

Age UK 
Oxfam 
All We Can Methodist Partnership  
Foodbank 
Cherry Tree Community Centre 

Cancer Research  
Heart Foundation  
Scope 
Dove House Hospice 
Beverley Community Lift 



BUTTY BAND              Peter Shepherd 

The Band regularly plays during the breakfast at TG before the morning Service on the first 
Sunday in the month and during the Ignite Service in the evening towards the end of the 
month. We also play, on request, during Services at TG. Our numbers vary from 3 to 6 with 
support from our younger members as and when their studying permits. Our aim is to make 
‘a joyful noise unto the Lord’ and we are open to all – so if you wish to make a joyful noise – 
COME AND JOIN US. 

 

MANSE BIBLE STUDY GROUP         Stephen Caddy 

This group has continued to meet monthly. It has a small but loyal membership and of 
course is open to all. We completed our chapter by chapter look at 1 Corinthians and then 
moved on to the non-healing miracles of Jesus: the water into wine, walking on water, and 
the feeding of the four thousand. We then looked at some miracles Jesus said were possible 

but didn’t do. It is hoped that the Rev’d Peter Cross will relaunch this group later in the year. 

 

THE SEEKERS HOUSEGROUP         Brian Dodgson 

 

 

 

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY HOUSEGROUP      Peter Shepherd 

We are 16 who meet on the third Monday evening of the month to discuss our responsibili-
ties to our local community and beyond – FAITH IN ACTION. This year our monthly subs 
have gone to support the ‘Caring for life’ project at Crag House Farm north of Leeds – which 
14 of us visited in July. We had a speaker from the Hull Refugee Council in April; discussed 
the ‘EcoChurch’ questionnaire, and participated in our Church debate as to the vision and 

direction our Church should take. 

 



’99 CLUB                Elaine  Turner 

We have enjoyed another interesting year with a variety of speakers or other means of enter-

tainment.  The year began with the annual AGM including a bring and share supper. 

Revd. David Wilkes gave us an insight into the life of an Army Chaplain in October.                

At our meeting in November we had a return visit from the Richardson’s who updated their 

talk “The Missing Seven” to “The Missing Eighth”        

Ann and Terry Bratley once again gave us an entertaining evening with a Christmas Quiz in 
December and for our January meeting an enjoyable meal was had at the Bay Horse at 

Cherry Burton with Hilary keeping us on our toes with yet another of her quizzes .                                   

In February we had an open meeting at Church when Mark Atkinson entertained us with 
stories from his life with “Action Horses”, training and filming horses to take part in films 

amongst other things.                                

In March Ros Baxter from Hessle came to tell us about her individual pilgrimage on the 
Camino de Santiago. The following week a programme was on television about the same 

journey.  

“Where in the world..?” was the title of our April meeting when travel counsellor, Sarah 

Smith, told us about her work.                                              

The May meeting took us to Malawi when June Wilson told us about the “Mbedza Communi-

ty” in that country.                                                                      

It was across the Humber Bridge in June for our annual walk which led us around Barton 

followed by a meal.                                                                                                 

It is a number of years since we had a Safari Supper so we tried it again in July.  Numbers 

were fairly small compared to other occasions but a good time was had by all. 

We also had our two coffee mornings during the year for Action for Children and Motor Neu-

rone Disease Association. 

This is an open meeting which is held in members homes and anyone is welcome to attend.  
We meet on or near to the 9th of the month, avoiding Saturdays and Sundays.  Please ask 

for a programme. 

We are very grateful to the members who have big rooms and can cater for 30+ members at 

a meeting. 

 

TOLL GAVEL MEN’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP     Nigel Clarke 

At the time of going to press the Men’s Group are planning their 2018 weekend trip to 
Bingley in October so it is not possible to produce an account of their adventures.  If you are 
eager to have an early report or if you wish to know more about the activities of this group a 

personal approach will be welcome! 

 

 



METHODIST WOMEN IN BRITAIN (MWiB)     Elaine Turner 

Our Easter Offering Service was held in April during the 
morning service.  Once again the service was appreciated 
by those who were there.  The title of the service was “Seek 
Peace and Pursue It” and featured stories from nationals in 
mission appointments in Sri Lanka, Japan and Israel/
Palestine. Each one was working towards peace and recon-
ciliation in their own situation. The service gave us all an 
opportunity to celebrate God’s mission activity in the wider 

world. 

District events take place throughout the year and they are advertised in Contact and on the 
MWiB notice board in the hall. The theme for the year was “Called to Proclaim – Dare to 
Speak Out”.  We had another excellent conference at Cober Hill when Sandra Goodwin, 
Connexional President, took as her theme “Water of life, Water for Life”. She brought her 
experience of life in Bolivia and the serious lack of water in some parts of that country to our 
attention and made us very thankful for our water but also very conscious of the catastrophic 
consequences that some of the big drink companies are having on local water supplies in 
many parts of the world. (Coco Cola being one of the worst)   We also had a wonderful day 

at Knaresborough with Jill Baker, Vice President of the Methodist Conference. 

I attended the European Seminar of the World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church 
Women.  This was held in Belfast. It was an inspiring few days and culminated with a num-
ber of us able to take part in the march celebrating the 100 years of votes for women. 

Marches were held across the United Kingdom celebrating the same. 

If anyone sees something that they would like to attend then please have a word with me.  

You will be most welcome.  All events are open for anyone to attend.   

 

SATURDAY COFFEE MORNINGS        Margaret Chastney 

The coffee mornings held in the Church hall continue to be popular, with our own members, 

townsfolk and visitors. 

Although our official start time is 10am several people arrive earlier and are happy to sit and 

wait while preparations are completed or to have a chat with someone. 

We are always appealing for helpers to come even if it is only for a short time.  If we have 
too many helpers to serve it gives us time to talk. The cake stall is always popular along with 
jams and produce.  Another stall could have books, jigsaws and bric-brac and yet another is 

a tombola of small items. 

The money raised at these coffee mornings goes into our much needed Church funds but 

those people helping each week also feel it a an outreach to our community. 

To all the members who help in any way thank you for all your help and support.  The morn-

ings could not run as smoothly without you. 

 



THE READING GROUP           Colin Raynor 

This group meets at the home of Carol and Peter Ranson  (Copandale Road) on average 

about every 5/6 weeks ( on a date and evening that suits the group) from 7 30pm - 9pm. 

We are still a small group in number (eight when all present) and we continue to read books 

of every variety. 

Our practice is to take it in turns to choose a book and then, when the next meeting comes 
around, offer our personal thoughts about the chosen book . In this way many of us have 
found authors we had not read before but will do so again. We are a free and easy group 
and we do not take ourselves too seriously whilst at the same time enjoying the company of 
others folks who“like a good read”. If you are such a person and would enjoy discussing your 

favourite author do come and join us. 

 

TUESDAY LUNCH CLUB      Hilary Simpson and Janet Grimes 

The Lunch Club has been meeting every Tuesday during term time and at the Annual Gen-
eral Meeting it was announced that due to a drop in numbers this year the finances had 
reported a loss.  We discussed the viability of carrying on as both team leaders have decid-
ed to retire at Christmas.  Thanks go to Lee Baugh, who has offered to carry on cooking and 
to take over the shopping on the ‘Variety Team’, but she will need cover when on holiday, 
also the team needs 2 more helpers.  The other team the ‘Joint Team’ needs a leader to 
shop and cook plus two new helpers.  Various options were discussed such as combining 
the teams and only opening twice a month.  Instead the call goes out for volunteers to join 
the teams.  If they cannot be found by 30th October we shall have a meeting to formally 

make the decision to close which would be a very sad situation. 
 

ADMIN OFFICE REPORT           Christine Burton 

This has been an exciting and busy year as lettings have increased phenomenally and, in 
turn, this has meant more funds being invoiced.  By far the majority of organisations who use 
our facilities, in particular the hall area, are charities.  So, we are helping a good range of 
community charities and the funds coming in help in maintaining the buildings.  This is a 

good win-win situation. 

Unfortunately, some of the groups who have used Toll Gavel over a long period are no long-
er operating.  Namely: Extend and Beverley Against Poverty’s Rough Sleepers Shower and 

Coffee Project.   

However, along with many long-term regulars we have gained a number of regular newcom-
ers.  These are Age UK, Together Women, Inspire to Independence and Baby Bistro.  As a 
church, I believe we can be thrilled that our premises are being used to help the community, 
from mothers with breast feeding babies and toddlers, to Age UK working with the more 
senior members of our society.  We have had groups working with young people in the area 
of careers and helping the community to those counselling women in abusive relationships 
and those trying to make a life after leaving prison.  Skills for Communities have recently 

been working with refugees. 



We have been able to accommodate Flying Futures (NCS) and Dame Kelly Holmes Trust 
with their young people’s holiday groups recently.  The Puppet Festival used our hall this 
year and we have had a good number of new groups holding concerts in the church.  Culture 
Music have had several concerts over the year.  New Paths and Early Music use Toll Gavel 
annually.  It is exciting to see more and more groups like Early Music and Music Lives setting 

up concerts for disabled and special needs performers. 

In February, Skills for Communities and the Admin office swapped rooms. Skills for Commu-
nities needed much more space for their clients and the space in the Admin office was not 
being sufficiently used.  This was a good move for both parties and now Skills for Communi-
ties also use the Gallery for a lot of their teaching classes.  As our lettings have increased 

over the year we are using all of the rooms available to a much greater extent. 

I would like to say a very big thank you to the many people in the church who volunteer their 
time and who I can call on.  I am grateful to the church for all the expensive maintenance 
that has taken place over the year.  The heating is paramount to keeping our clients warm in 
the winter, the hall flooring for all the children’s activities and the new WiFi which now covers 
the hall and the church.   I believe that all of these improvements make a huge difference to 

those enjoying our facilities and our ability to encourage users to stay with us. 

 

PROPERTY               John Turner 

The Toll Gavel Property Committee was dissolved in December 2017. Edward Wright, Prop-
erty Steward resigned due to medical reasons and this left us with such a small group it was 
suggested we merge with the Trustees. This provided three additional trustees which has 

strengthened this group. 

In February 2018 we had our quinquennial inspection. This was a very detailed report. There 
were no major surprises as we had a detailed structural survey of the premises a couple of 
years ago. Some of the report’s recommendations are well in hand. There are still some 

tasks outstanding from the survey but there is not the finance to complete them in full. 

During the last winter an extensive repair and realignment of the heating system took place. 
The main heating system now only heats the church, the hall, the Welcome Room and the 
Ark. All other rooms have been fitted with independent heating. This is taking a load off the 
main boiler and helping it to operate more efficiently. The premises are so well used that 
heating is required virtually everywhere during the daytime so we hope the new system will 

be more efficient, reliable and economical. 

New chairs have been purchased for the church hall at a cost of £4000. This was almost 
paid for by donations form church members and user groups and the sale of most of the old 

chairs 

We have painted the new hall kitchen windows both inside and out. We are currently working 
on the hall windows alongside the passage. We will be able to complete this work when 
some rotten sections of the window frames are repaired, and broken or damaged glazing is 
replaced. The gents’ toilet lobby in the church was completed with new skirting boards and 

carpet tiles. 



The organ wall repair has finally been completed. The exterior wall has been treated and the 
window frame repainted. Some of the plaster had to be replaced and there has been exten-
sive use of stain blocker. No damage was caused to the organ and the area behind the or-
gan has been cleaned. Other defective plaster work in several locations has been repaired. 
The Flower Room is currently receiving attention to damaged plaster work which was 
caused by a leak which has been attended to. While we  had a cherry-picker on site all the 

gutters round the church were checked. 

The church piano has been refurbished at a cost of about £1500. 

The first floor windows of the hall have been cleaned professionally as well as the canopy 

over the entrance to the Welcome Room 

The church office has been swopped with the Skills and Communities Office as they re-

quired more room. The opportunity was taken to dispose of or relocate surplus furniture. 

Many thanks to all church members who have helped on some of these jobs. 

 

THE CHURCH CENTRE.           Colin Raynor 

The front of the Church is open Monday to Friday from 10 am until 12 noon approx.  For a 
good number of years now this has enabled the community to enjoy a warm drink, ( maybe a 
toasted teacake as well ) at very moderate prices.  It is also a place where folks can take a 
rest from their journey be it shopping or a sightseeing visit to Beverley.  A wide range of 
Fairtrade goods is always available. Many visitors come time and again knowing they will 
find a bit of peace and quiet and a friendly face to greet them and have a chat. The sanctu-

ary of the Church itself is also open for people to spend time in if they so wish. 

Over 500 people come into the Centre most months and there are always three volunteers 
willing to serve them. This includes, on Wednesdays and Fridays, volunteers from the Millers 
Unit who, ably assisted by adults from the Millers, play an essential part in welcoming folks 
through our church doors. Although the Centre is a non profit making venture , any money 

raised is shared between the Church and a chosen local or national charity. 

Liz Barnett (tel: 869358) is the organiser of the group of volunteers and is always looking for 

more people to help with the Centre, even if you can only do one session a month .  

 

MILLERS AT THE CHURCH CENTRE 

The young people from Millers have continued to operate the Church Centre coffee morning 
on Wednesdays and Fridays.  Their obvious enjoyment in running the café ensures that all 
their visitors are guaranteed a cheerful welcome, and the development of their skills and 

confidence continues as they gain experience. 

Regular customers are quick to report their delight in the special cheerful service they re-

ceive when the Millers young people are on duty. 

If you are in town on Wednesdays or Fridays do call in; they will be pleased to serve you. 



THURSDAY PRAYER AND SHARE GROUP      Colin Raynor 

This small group continues to meet each Thursday in the quiet corner of the Church  from 
approx 10 until 11 am.  We do share news about our Church fellowship, about the communi-

ty in which we live, and also our own personal concerns of family and friends.  

When we do offer our thoughts in a prayerful way it is usually a continuation of our conver-
sations but now talking to our Saviour. There is a warm welcome for anyone to just come 
and sit with us, if only now and again. We also welcome folks asking us to include in the 
prayer time a word about a person they may be worried about or some issue they are strug-

gling with, all in confidence. 

 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BEVERLEY FORUM    Jim Sharp 

The churches together Forum is made up of lay members and clergy from most of the Bev-
erley Churches and meets four times a year.  The clergy and church leaders also meet sep-

arately on a more informal basis. 

Toll Gavel Church is represented by Jim Sharp – Treasurer,  Christine Milburn and Brian 

Dodgson .  Victoria Cook from Norwood is Secretary. 

We share news from the different churches and have speakers. Churches are encouraged 
to use our Facebook page – churches-together-beverley - on which they can publicise their 

special activities. 

We will be organising a Passion Play in the town again on Good Friday in 2019 . Volunteers 
will be needed either to take speaking parts, to be non speaking dressed up members of the 

crowd or to be stewards 

We have three united services every year.  

 

MISSIONS FUNDS             Dorothy Dodgson 

World Missions - Many thanks again to those who have World Mission boxes and to those 
who contribute via Easter Offerings. If you can help by making a donation, please contact 

Dorothy Dodgson  Missions Treasurer. 

Home Mission Fund - Mission to Britain - Thank you also to those who have contributed 
during the year. This fund supports projects in the United Kingdom, including the Islands and 

a lot of work is    being done. 

I 

 

 

CHRISTIAN AID              John Turner 

We had our regular Carol singing session at Tesco which in one hour raised £229. The Lent 

lunches again raised over £1000 and were well supported by Toll Gavel members. 



The helpers available and willing to help in the annual house to house collection across the 
churches in the town continues to diminish but two of the villages still do remarkably well. At 
Toll Gavel we managed 16 collectors who brought in over £1600 including the envelopes 
distributed to the church congregation. We organised a coin 
collection on the church drive again which helps to take the 
message outside the church community. I did a sponsored 
cycle ride to York and back on May Day Bank holiday. It 
was a beautiful spring day, perfect for cycling and I covered 
80 miles. From Minster to Minster. I raised £730 and I am 
very grateful for all your support for this venture. Other ideas 

are going to have to be tried as alternatives for fund raising. 

 

FAIRTRADE AT TOLL GAVEL         John Turner 

We have a dedicated Fairtrade stall in the church which is open and accessible six mornings 
every week. We supply other churches with boxes of products including Norwood, Walking-
ton and Hessle All Saints C of E. We attach a Fairtrade stall to our regular drive sales during 

the summer months. 

This spring and summer I had a focus on garden products and sold several 

of the hand made rubber garden pots from Noah’s Ark in India. 

Leisure Day has a termly Fairtrade stall. I was able to supply Lockington 
School with an assembly and a stall. St John’s School also support Fairtrade 
Fortnight with a stall which always sells a lot. I gave presentations to Anlaby 
Park Methodist women’s group and also Lockington YCWA.  We had one 

stall in Saturday market last October and in November had one at the Christmas Food and 
Drink Festival in Beverley Minster. I am grateful to all the church members who help out on 

these occasions. 

I am always looking out for more opportunities to promote Fairtrade and to sell products at. 
The new Autumn Traidcraft catalogue is due out in September. I hope everyone will share in 

the task of promoting, selling and buying Fairtrade products on a regular basis. 

 

ALL WE CAN              John Turner 

All We Can is a Methodist charity which supports develop-
ment projects in some of the poorest parts of the world and 
also works through ACT ‘Action for Churches Together’ rais-

ing money to support disaster relief work. 

During 2018 Toll Gavel has supported a partner project in 
Zimbabwe. We organised several fund raising events including 2 Saturday Coffee Mornings, 

a concert and shared the proceeds of a Safari Supper organised by the 99 Club. 

Tim Baker, Churches Volunteers Officer for All Can led our Harvest worship, explained to us 

the work of All We Can and included some of his experiences of a recent trip to Zimbabwe. 



John and Elaine were able to attend a national conference for All We Can in London in Janu-
ary. One of he guest speakers was Clever Tabaziba who was the director of MeDRA, the 
Methodist  group who were supervising our partner project. It was fascinating to hear how 
the church is still so involved in direct social action. We were also able to listen to the rhyth-

mic sounds of the Zimbabwean Methodist Fellowship choir.  

Through our support for this project we were able to stand with some of the Zimbabwean 
people who have experienced some long and difficult years. We also had the opportunity to 

send them some personal hand written messages. We raised £883 from our 4 events. 

 

OPEN DOORS            Colin and Doreen Raynor 

The fellowship at Toll Gavel continues to be linked with the work that carries on at Princes 
Avenue Methodist Church in Hull . Help is given in an increasing number of ways to meet  
the needs of asylum seekers, refugees and destitute folks from the local area. Every few 
weeks we take the items that have been given by the church fellowship (all manner  of food 
and personal hygiene items) and many folks give us cash donations  which enables us to 
purchase fresh fruit on the day of our visit.   There is going to be this kind of help needed 
for the foreseeable future and those who work at Princes Avenue are truly grateful for Toll 

Gavel’s support. 

 

BEVERLEY AGAINST POVERTY 

ROUGH SLEEPERS SHOWER AND COFFEE PROJECT  Jim Sharp 

The  Rough Sleepers Shower and Coffee Project has stopped running because there were 
no clients for several weeks.  This is good news in a way because the Local Authority -in 
conjunction with ‘Emmaus’ - are providing more help to rough sleepers.  We will open the 

project again if there is a demand.  

COMMUNITY KITCHEN            Mary Whitehead 

The team of volunteers wish to say is a huge Thankyou to Toll Gavel Church for giving us 
use of the Hall each Wednesday morning for a small rental donation - £300 p.a.  We aver-
age 15 people coming for lunch: one or two people in company with their carers, a few 
homeless people, elderly people who have transport from Beverley Community Lift, street 

evangelists and others. 

We serve simple food and  charge £1.50 if people can pay.  We have been able to donate to 
Beverley Against Poverty  and hope to do so again while we are making a small profit.  The 
fact that there is a profit suggests sharing - those who can pay easily cover others who can-

not.  

The homeless outreach team from ‘Emmaus’ are regular welcome visitors and we have 

occasional visits from NHS and Social Service representatives.  

We had a talk on safeguarding vulnerable adults in the Summer.  We have appointed two 
safeguarding officers and  have also been working on  risk assessments and getting these 

up to date .   



EAST YORKSHIRE FOODBANK         Richard Newby 

The East Yorkshire Foodbank operates in Toll Gavel Hall and Welcome Room on Wednes-
day afternoons throughout the year and the Church Centre contains a donations box for gifts 
of food for the Foodbank.  The following is their annual report for the year ending 31st March 

2018. 

The year from 1st April 2017 to 31st March 2018 has been a busy one for the volunteers and 

the staff member employed by East Yorkshire foodbank. 

The foodbank has fulfilled 1,533 vouchers, helping to feed 
2,145 adults and 1,251 children, a total of 3,396 people. Put 
another way, we have provided a total of 30,564 meals for 

people in crisis across the East Riding of Yorkshire. 

We have received food donations totalling 22,366kg’s, the 
equivalent of 2,982 single person three day food parcels. A 

more detailed breakdown of these donations is available on request. A big thank you goes 
out to all the supermarkets, churches, schools, and individuals that have donated food dur-

ing the last year. Every tin or packet makes a big difference. 

In order for the East Yorkshire foodbank to stand still, we need to receive finances totalling 
£1,500 per month, every month. We do not receive any grants from the government or from 
statutory agencies. A massive thank you must go out to all the individuals that have joined 
our “200 Club” and started making monthly payments into our bank account. We received 
£3,640 from this source during the year. We also received £1,255 from donors via our web 
site, and individual cash and cheque donations totalling £5,577, thank you all very much 

indeed. 

The East Yorkshire foodbank has also held fundraising events during the year including 
people giving up 40p for 40 days during Lent, coffee mornings, cash collections and a “pie n 
pea” supper and quiz night. Total received from these activities total £3,921. The biggest 
sum of money received is from the Tesco top up scheme, where Tesco make a cash dona-
tion for every item of food collected in the permanent collecting boxes in Tesco Beverley and 

Hornsea. The total received from Tesco was £5,950.  

On a less positive note, the East Yorkshire foodbank had to pull out of Bridlington, as the 
centre in Bridlington was not being run in accordance with Trussell Trust guidelines. This 
has however allowed the foodbank to consolidate the operations in Beverley and Hornsea, 
and we are hoping in the future to look into expanding into other areas of the East Riding of 

Yorkshire where there is a growing need. 

The trustees, and staff are extremely grateful for all the help and support provided over the 

past year from all our volunteers and supporters. 

We look forward to a successful year to come, though we know that the foodbank will get 

busier this year as the roll out of Universal Credit hits our area from July 2018. 

 

 



JACOB’S WELL APPEAL  Trish Waller & Anne Mitchell  (Volunteers) 

Sept. ’17   Anne Mitchell and friend, Val Ingram, completed the West 
Highland Way to raise money for the ABC School in Burkina Faso.  
Walking the 96 miles they raised £1,579 for gym equipment needed by 

the school. 

Oct. ’17   Pharmacist, Liz Lyle [T.G. Church Member] and her friend, 
Helen Hyams a paediatric physiotherapist, went on a working visit to 
Tamale, Northern Ghana.  They delivered a training course on how to 
make standing frames for children with Cerebral Palsy.  A second 
week was spent at King’s Village in the Tamale region where Liz 
taught the children about disease prevention and Helen talked about 

disability and inclusion. 

Oct. ’17   Our two Medical Direc-
tors, Drs Alistair and Margaret Rob-
ertson, along with 5 volunteers, 
spent 3 weeks helping at the ABC 
School in Bobo, Burkina Faso.  
They also visited an empty hospital 
in the capital, Ouagadougou.  Our 
charity has raised £30,000 to fund 
the completion of a wing of this 
building and, once the work has 
finished, we shall be sending beds 

and equipment. 

Dec.’17   Christmas Giving Appeal.  The response to our request for teeth cleaning and 
small stationery items was magnificent.  Fourteen large boxes of gifts were sent to the After 

School Clubs in Moldova. 

Christmas shoe boxes containing small gifts were given to Syrian children living in Beverley. 

March ’18   The Medical Directors went to Ghana to arrange a contract with the Govern-
ment, required by our Charity, in order to send our supplies of aid.  The doctors also visited 
communities where the women are successfully operating seed banks and they found an 
isolated Christian village which had severe water shortages.  Jacob’s Well is now raising 

around £5,000 needed to fund a deeper, more effective borehole. 

Fruit Tree Project.  Jacob’s Well Appeal is working with several partners abroad to plant 
fruit trees in Africa.  Burkina Faso and Ghana are in the Sahel region which is the transition 
zone between the Sahara Desert and the Savannah.  By planting fruit trees we can help to 
improve the environment as well as feed communities and provide vitamin A to protect 
against blindness.  We are well on the way to providing one million fruit trees at only £2 per 

tree! 

Fund raising.   The average cost of sending our containers of aid to our projects abroad is 
£4,000 - £8,000.  During the last 12 months Jacob’s Well has sent containers to Moldova, 
Somaliland, Syria, Gambia, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Cape Verde, Albania and Barbuda (the 

entire country was devasted by Hurricane Irma). 



Volunteers work relentlessly to raise 
money through Book and Bric-a-Brac 
Sales on our Church drive, 2 Ware-
house sales, Furniture sales and our 4 

Charity Shops. 

Volunteers.  We are grateful to all our 
donors and sponsors; your support is 
vital to the Charity.  Also, we recognise 
and thank the many other Church 
members who help and contribute in 
diverse ways to enable the progress of 

Jacob’s Well Appeal.  The workload is ever increasing; volunteers are always welcome. 

 

BEVERLEY MALE VOICE CHOIR         Steve Horner 

The Beverley Male Voice Choir now numbers 54 and goes from strength to 
strength under the expert leadership of its Musical Director, Elizabeth Wil-
son, along with the Assistant MD Nigel Clarke. Emily Blackledge is our 
accompanist. Emily plays the viola and violin to a very high standard as 

well as singing, teaching, arranging and composing!   

The Choir continues to hold its weekly rehearsals in the Church every 
Monday evening where it also performs a number of its concerts. One of 

these is the annual Patrons Concert to which all of the Choir Patrons are invited and after-
wards they are given a buffet supper in the Church Hall which is a thank you to them for their 

support over the year. 

We have had a full concert schedule in 2017 and finished the year with the Choir again sing-
ing in the church as part of the Beverley Festival of Christmas and at the end of the month 
held their very popular Prelude to Christmas concert, which is always on the last Sunday 

before Christmas.  



The major activity so far this year (2018) was the joint concert with the popular Riverside 
Brass on 30th June. The occasion was used as a fund-raiser for our Chairman’s (Terry 
Lynn) chosen charity, the Yorkshire Air Ambulance, the money raised is still being calculat-

ed, but it was very well attended!  

Kate Andrews is our current Choir President, and the Vice President is Paul Camm, a loyal 

and long-standing Patron and supporter of the Choir.   

 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS 

5th BEVERLEY (WESLEY) RAINBOWS 

5th Beverley Wesley Rainbows have had another busy year. 
We have welcomed an enthusiastic Young Leader Abi but 
have sadly said goodbye to our leader Hannah. As always, 

we would love to welcome help from anyone who is willing!  

In November, we had a party for the 21st birthday of our unit! 

We had a rainbow cake and played party games, it was lots of fun.  

We went to see Paddington 2 at the cinema as our Christmas treat with the other Beverley 
Rainbow units. It’s lovely when we get together with the other Rainbows and realise how 

many of them are our friends from school! 

At Easter we had a lovely meeting when we looked at the story of Easter and had a visit into 
the Chapel to look at the Easter imagery and what it means to people of the Christian Faith. 

We were very impressed by how much the girls knew and wanted to share with each other. 

We had another visit to the Church at the end of our spring term, to act out a wedding cere-
mony, and to see where Panda (Christine Milburn) was married. We spent the term complet-
ing our Royal Wedding Challenge, decorating cakes, designing wedding hats, making cor-

sages and sharing wedding pictures from our families and friends.  

We’ve had a varied attendance at church parades over the last year and the girls have really 

enjoyed the activities made available by Cathy, so hopefully they will continue to join us.  

We have had a few visits from Sally, who helped us with our Royal wedding challenge, mak-
ing poppies and planting in the outdoor area for Beverley in Bloom. We also made full use of 
the outdoor area in the warmer weeks, when we did our Father’s day craft in the sun and 

had a lovely teddy bear’s picnic to finish off our term. 

The whole of Girlguiding has had a revamp to our programme this year, so we are looking 
forward to getting to grips with the new programme and what new experiences it offers for 

us all.  

We continue to appreciate the support and help Toll Gavel Church give us, and are grateful 

to be part of it.        Anne Cuthbert – Rainbow Leader (Squirrel) 

 

 



8th BEVERLEY (WESLEY) RAINBOWS   

Hello - are we sure another  year has passed? Our main chal-
lenge badge this year has been the Teddy Bears’ Picnic 
Badge.  The Rainbows chose which activity they wanted to 
do from each category.  This included designing and making 
bunting to decorate our picnic area and culminated in our 

teddy bears’ picnic in the Church driveway. 

We had a joint fundraising night with the Brownies and we gave the Church a cheque to-

wards one of the new chairs.   

In our last report we mentioned that Girlguiding was undergoing a major overhaul. In July the 
programmes for the different sections were presented to the leaders of the various units.  It 
seems that Rainbows will  be run along similar lines to the other 3 sections - with various 
badges to work towards as printed in the Rainbow Badge Book.  Each of the 6 categories 
the Rainbows work through is split into two: an interest badge to do at home and a skills 
builder badge which is split into 5 activities to do in their Unit evenings.  When the girls have 
done all this, they will earn a theme badge.  Potentially therefore, there will be 3 badges for 
Units to buy for each girl for each of the 6 categories.  We are therefore so grateful to Toll 
Gavel United Church for allowing us to meet in the Hall at such a reasonable rent, as it 

would seem our bank balance is going to need to be made of elastic! 

Thank you for the support we receive from everyone at Toll Gavel.  

Hannah and Janet Burnitt 

 

5th  BEVERLEY (WESLEY) BROWNIES    

Our pack continues to thrive and as last year a number of 
Rainbows have joined us as well as Brownies moving into 
Guides which is excellent.  In respect of Leaders Doreen 
Offen (my trusty friend) continues to help run the pack.  Un-
fortunately Cat Oglesby had to leave us but thankfully she 
transferred to another unit which was more accessible for her 
work commitments.  However,  Hannah Richards, a Trainee Doctor, came to join us and 

along with Katie Milburn (Young Leader) they provide much support to Doreen and myself.  

The Brownies have had a busy year undertaking Brownie Traditions, making fans for Chi-
nese New Year, creating Mother’s Day fridge magnets and decorating Easter egg cups. 
They have also undertaken St George’s Day activities and joined the nation in celebrating 
Harry and Meghan’s wedding by bringing in photographs of weddings they had attended as 
bridesmaids as well as the outfits they wore. In 4 groups they also created their own wed-

ding gowns using just a small number of materials given. 

There are 2 activities however which stand out the most though for me personally.  The first 
was the District sleepover which was held at The Deep in February which was enjoyed by 
everyone that attended and the girls even managed to sleep!!  The second is an activity 
which was undertaken over a number of weeks.  The girls were asked to each bring an odd 
sock to our meeting.  They were split into 4 groups and given the task to decorate and de-



vise a short play using the socks they had brought in.  Wonderful characters were created 
along with 4 very different stories and it was a pleasure to see the Brownies having so much 

fun in producing this activity.         Janet Birt  (Brown Owl) 

 

8th BEVERLEY (WESLEY) BROWNIES   

Our Brownie Pack has had another busy and enjoyable 
year.  We continue to have a full Pack with a long waiting 

list.  

We made our annual visit to the Pantomime, Sleeping 
Beauty, at Beverley Memorial Hall, and the Brownies really 

enjoyed that.  We all worked hard on the Royal Wedding Badge and Stargazer Badge. 

In June we planted sunflowers to go alongside the drive outside the church. We have many 
exciting activities this year.  We had a sleepover at church last September, then took part in 
the Harvest Festival. We also had a Halloween sleepover over, where it gave us the chance 
to meet new Brownies from another pack. The Brownies also took part in a royal wedding 

garden party, where we made our own water slide and had a water fight with the leaders. 

At the end of term we had to say goodbye to our Young Leader, Libby who has gone to 
Leeds University.  She has been our Young Leader for four years.  We will miss her and we 

wish her well in her studies. 

Our thanks go to Toll Gavel Church for continuing to give us support. 

Casey & Vicki-Anne (Brownie Leaders) 

 

5th BEVERLEY (WESLEY) GUIDES      

As hinted at in last year’s report, our Programme is chang-
ing across all the age groups and so this year has been one 
of “lasts” for us as we prepare to embark on a new journey 

for #everygirl. 

We presented our last Baden Powell Awards this Summer 
and the girls had worked very hard to earn this award. It is always sad to see girls go, but 
after four or five years with us, it is time to move on and explore new things. We have also 
earned our last of the old Interest badges and, whilst the Press would have you think we still 
worked for Hostess and Thrift badges, this is not the case. We have presented a wide range 
of badges to our members including Film Lover, Cooks, Craft, Agility, Sports, Culture, Per-
forming Arts and Camper badges this year. I’m sure next year we will have presented a 
whole new range of badges. Can’t wait to try “Mixology”. The Challenge Badges and “Go For 
It”s are also moving from the programme, so this year we have presented the last of those 

too. Next year we will be presenting Skill Builders and Theme Awards in their place. 

Looking back at our programme for the rest of the time, here is a whistle stop guide: 

Pompom chicks for Harvest, blue stall for the Rainbow Market, Town Treasure Hunt (find 
something shiny- new one there- a photo of a police car’s headlight!), Driffield on the train 



including chips for supper (Even if the person in the chip shop tried to convince us Beverley 
has chip shops we could have used), Beverley in Bloom planters, Children in Need night, 
Zumba with our parents (donation for the new chairs), Beverley Pantomime (oh yes we did!), 
Meghan’s Hen Night (Even if she didn’t turn up!), Icelandic Elf Challenge badge…The list 

could go on and on. 

We offered three residential opportunities this year, three very different experiences. 

The first was a Sleepover at The Deep. Don’t know why they are called Sleepovers but we 
all enjoyed our tour, crafts, activities and settling down for the night. We were fortunate 
enough to be allocated the Night Seas as our sleeping zone. Lovely to watch the Moon Jelly 

fish all night.  

The second was a day of camping skills followed by bivouac building and a night under the 
stars. I’m not sure they will forget cooking on an open fire in the middle of a thunderstorm but 
we all survived. Some built shelters and slept out, others chose to sleep in a tent. I just slept 
out. No chance am I building a shelter in a hedge bottom with all the local wildlife, I want to 

be able to see who I’m sharing with thanks very much.  

Our final residential was Summer Camp. A little different this year in that we chose a quieter 
site and planned our own programme of events. A little concerned that the Guides might be 
unaccustomed to just each other’s company, we filled our days with rafting, crate stacking, 
tree climbing, cooking, fire lighting, (toasting marshmallows in ice cream cones yum), a walk 
to the nearby Alpaca farm was a huge hit, and a whole host of other activities that we had 

taken along.  

All concerns about a quieter event were unfounded, we all had an amazing time, dry but not 
too hot and everyone appeared to enjoy just spending some quality time together. As we 
climbed onto the coach home, one Guide commented that the best bit of camp was “just 

been all together”. 

For me Guides is all about “just been all together” and we couldn’t function without the sup-
port of the Guides and parents but also of each other. Christine, Kate and I are fortunate to 
have each  other. This year we lost Ruth to University but its lovely to have her around when 
she is back at home. We welcomed Elizabeth back as a Young Leader to complete and 

complement our team.  

Thanks to all at Toll  Gavel, we appreciate your interest and support as we move into a time 

of change and adjustment. Who knows what this next year will hold. 

Diane Hutchinson 

 

BEVERLEY RANGER UNIT 

The Rangers continue to meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays 
of the month, and we are very grateful to Toll Gavel 

Church for allowing us to do so. 

The Rangers enjoyed their trip to Hull Pantomime which 

was Peter Pan. Fun was had by all those who attended.  

Our activities during meetings are mainly organised by the Rangers, they worked on the 



Unicorn badge, making lots of things sparkly. Food is always popular and Rangers always 
like to try something new.  We’ve had a scavenger hunt around Beverley, a ready steady 

cook evening and we also visited Hornsea beach where we had fish and chips.   

The highlight of the year was Fire and Ice Camp at Guideacres, Raywell. The girls really 
enjoyed taking part in lots of different activities to do with fire and ice. They learnt some new 

skills and got to meet other Rangers from round the County 

The Ranger Section of Girlguiding has been completely overhauled, with an updated pro-
gramme, including changing the age range to 14 – 18 years.  Look out for us in our brand 

new Uniforms which will be available this Autumn. 

Our thanks go to the Church for the continued help and support we receive from it. 

Casey, Charlotte and Christine (Ranger Leaders ) 

 

GROUP 

The past year has seen some exciting changes in the Scout Group. At the request of the 
local County Commissioner; the sections running at Tickton were brought under the man-
agement of 5th Beverley. This now means the group has a second Beaver Colony and Cub 

Pack; based in the Methodist Church at Tickton and meeting on Wednesday evenings. 

Scouting remains incredibly popular and all our sections are full and we do unfortunately still 
have lengthy Waiting Lists. We have welcomed several new Adult Volunteers into our team 
in the past year. We were also pleased to welcome our first two “graduates” of the Young 
Leader Scheme; when James & Jack agreed to continue as Adult Leaders after their eight-

eenth birthdays. 

Over the summer; our Group website (www.5thbeverley.ukscouts.org.uk) underwent an 
extensive update to bring it in line with the Scout Associations new modern brand identity. 
We also remain active on social media and are now active on Instagram, Twitter and Face-

book. 

The group continues to come together for Church parades at Toll Gavel with good turnouts 
at both Christingle and the Christmas Service. We also were well represented at the annual 
Remembrance Parade in Beverley; where the Scouts laid hand painted memorial rocks at 

the Cenotaph during the service. 

Darren Burgess (Group Scout Leader) 

 

http://www.5thbeverley.ukscouts.org.uk/


 

BEAVERS 

The Beavers have had another busy year filled with fun and adventure. Lots of our older 
Beavers swam up the river to Cubs but they have been replaced by new younger Beavers 

keen to start on their Scouting adventure. 

We have held a Sleepover in the hall at Toll Gavel where we were joined by our friends from 
Molescroft Beavers for a night full of activities including a visit from a Guide Dog and these 
joint activities have continued throughout the year and we have visited Molescroft for a 
Sports Challenge Night and an end of term Water Fight. Some Beavers also joined the Cubs 
at Rebound Trampoline Park. We entered two teams in the County Beaver Challenge Day 
at Raywell; which saw our Beavers try over 30 different 5 minute challenges to earn points 
for their team and although we didn’t win; our teams performed really well and showed 

excellent teamwork. 

We also went to the Pantomime in Beverley; visited the Syntan Barge, Beverley Fire Sta-
tion and Honeysuckle Farm. Recently we’ve done our Sports and Cyclist Badges and 
we’re also working on the Humberside Sparks Challenge where we need to finish 50 activ-

ities from a list of 100 set by the County Team. 

Kate Clarke, Judith Gray, James Clarke & Holly Cottingham  
(Beaver Leadership Team) 

 

CUBS 

Our Cubs have also had lots of adventures during a very busy year. 

The biggest adventure of all was a Harry Potter themed County Cub Camp held at Ray-

well at the end of May. 

For the first two days; the Cubs had a choice of over 50 magical and adventurous activi-
ties including Climbing, Archery and Caving. They were even able to fly a broomstick 
through the woods and visit Ollivanders Wand Shop to see magic wands being made 
and on the last day; there was a Tri Wizard Tournament held in a large arena of inflata-
ble games. During the evenings; there were Wide Games, a Disco and the whole camp 

dressed up as wizards and witches for a traditional campfire. 

We also held our own Yule Ball during the camp; celebrating Christmas in the sun; with 
a Christmas Tree, Crackers, Christmas Music, Christmas Jumper and a full Christmas 

Dinner (including sprouts!) 

We also held a Backwoods Cooking Day at Raywell in October and our now traditional 
Christmas Party and Sleepover in December. We also went to a Trampoline Park and 

had a fantastic time at the Pantomime in Beverley. 

During our meetings; we have built shelters on the Westwood and learned to pitch tents 
on the Archery Field. We’ve also done lots of experiments for our Scientist Badge and dur-

ing the summer; we planted flowers and made decorations for the drive at the Church. 

Sue Burgess, Becci Raisin, Jack Burgess, Rich Corrie, Pat Fearnley & Toby  

Timmans (Cub Leadership Team) 



 

SCOUTS 
The Scout Troop has been equally as busy with a particular focus on Outdoor Activities. 

We have had a significant success in local hillwalking competitions. In October; a team of 
Scouts from the group were the winners of the Fells Marathon (a two day/one night compe-
tition where the Scouts had to navigate their own route around a course in the North 
Yorkshire Moors). Whilst in April; another team from the group won the Wolds Challenge 

(a one day hiking and navigation competition held on the Yorkshire Wolds). 

We were also lucky enough to be able to camp in the grounds of Beamish Museum (near 
Durham) with our friends from Walkington Scouts and held our own Spring Camp at Bail 
Wood in June. Last month; we went to Flamingo Land for an event with Scouts from all 
over the North East of England and both Scouts and Leaders enjoyed going on the big 

rollercoasters. We’ve also been climbing at Rock Up and went to Laser Quest in Hull. 

We also spent some time researching the damage plastic waste is doing to the oceans. We 
did a beach clean at Mappleton during our Spring Camp and wrote to our MP and local 
councillors to tell them what we had learned. We finished the summer term with a Monop-

oly Run in Beverley 

Terry Jackson & Richard Lilley (Scout Leadership Team) 
 

EXPLORERS 

Like all the other sections; the Explorers have had a busy year with lots of Outdoor 

Adventure. 

We spent a week at an Activity Centre in Mull in October where we got to try lots of 
activities including sea kayaking, climbing and coasteering. We also went camping and 

walking in Edale in January and held another Mountain Weekend in Snowdonia in July. 

For the third year running; a team on Explorers from the Unit won the Wolds Challenge (a 

one day competitive hiking and navigation event). 

We’ve been climbing at Rock City and also spent a night at the Escape Room in Hull. 

Cooking is a popular activity for our weekly meetings and we have held various chal-
lenges over the year including a £5 three course meal challenge, the best toastie chal-
lenge and our ever-popular pancake challenge. We’ve also held quiz nights, debate 

nights and a world record challenge night. 

Paul Waddington & Bill Hart (Scout Leadership Team) 



 




